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BY DANICA SMITHWICK

The commercial permitting process 
in Harris County is meant to ensure 
public welfare and safety, according 

to county officials. But some Katy-
area business owners have said 
the system is inefficient and overly 
complicated, leading to long delays 

before the business owners can open 
their doors.

Robert Matheson, deputy chief 
CONTINUED ON 38

CONTINUED ON 40

Permit requirements cause some Katy businesses to delay opening their doors
Businesses navigate complex building process
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The number of construction workers is increasing across the state, 
as well as the average hourly wages even as the number of skilled 
workers is beginning to decline.
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HOURLY WAGES

14% growth

10% growth

2011 2015

$15

$20

$25

$30

13.1% growth

12.7% growth

NUMBER OF WORKERS

0 $0

100K

200K

300K

400K

500K

600K

2011 2016

GROWING SHORT

Fewer technical students, undocumented 
labor play role in ongoing labor shortage

Katy's cost of construction

BY AMY DENNEY AND BETHANY KNIPP

The ripple effect of the construction industry’s shrink-
ing labor pool is beginning to reach businesses in the 
Greater Houston area. 

“Over the last five years, it’s created a large issue for us 
just with regard to the amount of work that was starting 
to go on in Houston with the oil and gas [industry] boom-
ing and then the influx of people moving to Houston and 
the growth of the Houston market,” said Todd Granato, 
president of Webber LLC’s commercial division and for-
mer president of PepperLawson Construction, which 

A new preschool and fellowship hall for Memorial Lutheran Church is one of several projects under construction around Katy. 
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Sometimes you just need to be outside to get plugged in. In Towne Lake, that time is 
anytime when Houston’s largest private lake is at your backdoor. Plus, there are loads of 
other amazing amenities, like our resort style pool and Splash Pad, that are sure to float 

your boat. Stop by today and discover just how fun premier lakeside living can be.

#TowneLakeLife       TowneLakeTexas.com | 281.256.2772       Homes from the $200s to the Millions

MORE
DIVING IN.

Less tuning out.
DIVING IN.

Less tuning out.
DIVING IN.

LIVE LIFE to the FUNNEST

067-1210 Community Impact-May_MECH.indd   1 4/27/17   11:06 AM
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DEEP IN THE HEART

The Lone Star State is known for its 
independent spirit and trailblazing culture.

So is Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus,
where we’re constantly expanding our range
and pioneering new treatments for children.
You don’t have to look far to find extraordinary
care in specialties like Allergy/Immunology,
Neurology and Ear, Nose & Throat, you’ll
find us right here at home in West Houston. 

Learn more about all our services at 
texaschildrens.org/westcampus.

WC699_ad_WC_LaGrange_HaleyBarn_KatyCIN.qxp_Layout 1  2/10/17  3:37 PM  Page 1
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YOU
BELONG

HERE

LOCAL. NO CONTRACT.
PEST CONTROL COMPANY.

INITIAL SERVICE
AND/OR INITIAL
MOSQUITO
TREATMENT

$20 
OFF 

Keeping Homes and Businesses Pest Free Since 1983

ASK ABOUT OUR MOSQUITO TREATMENTS

281.395.3900
frontierexterminating.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Prices and availability subject 
to change without notice.

Celebrating 28 years in Texas!

Built Around You

98% Customer Recommended  n  Nationally Recognized Energy Program
Flexible Floor Plans  n  10 year Structural Warranty

New homes from the $230s

Avalon at Spring Green  n  Cane Island  n  Cinco Ranch 
Firethorne  n  Fulbrook on Fulshear Creek  n  Jordan Ranch
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Do you have a question about 
how local government works or 
something going on in town? Email 
ktynews@communityimpact.com.

Casey Mitchell
GENERAL MANAGER

cmitchell@communityimpact.com

Amelia Brust
EDITOR
abrust@communityimpact.com

As the new editor for Community Impact Newspa-
per’s Katy edition, I would like to introduce myself. 
I was previously senior reporter for our Sugar Land/
Missouri City edition, and am so excited to now be 
leading the Katy editorial pages. If you have a story 
idea or question, my inbox is always open at abrust@
communityimpact.com. Whether in the city proper or 
the unincorporated areas, if it is happening in Katy, I 
want to know about it.

I will ensure we continue to write reliable cover-
age of the community’s residential and commercial 
development, such as the update on the new Asian 
shopping hub on Page 15.  I am committed to cover-
ing both community pillars like Katy ISD on Page 23 
and new arrivals in our Impacts section on Page 6. 
This is a wide locality, so I appreciate feedback from 
readers like you who may see things we do not. We 
are also planning future opportunities for readers to 
meet with me and other Community Impact Newspa-
per staff members. Stay tuned!

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

MEET THE EDITOR FEATURED STORIES

Meet the new Community Impact Katy 
edition editor, Amelia Brust
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This month, you will discover a bright 
new feature (see Page 10) called the To-do 
list. We hope this page will be your go-to 
destination each month for everything 
happening in our community.

There is so much happening in our 
community every month, but those 
happenings go beyond local festivals. 
Although we love celebrating concerts 
and fairs, which have been a staple of our 
Community calendar page, there’s more 
happening in our community, and we 
wanted to find a way to feature that con-
tent. The To-do list is meant to capture all 
of those moments.

You will find events on this page, but 

you’ll also discover important upcoming 
meetings, special holidays and themed 
days.

The idea is that these are all local hap-
penings you can go to in our community 
each month that we think are worthy of 
being put on your own to-do list.

As part of the launch of this page, you 
will notice that our business and restaurant 
profiles are now starting on Page 27. This 
was done so all of our news content could 
be featured closer to the front, and all of 
our lighter content, such as our profiles and 
real estate content, would be further back 
in the edition. We think this improves the 
organization of the newspaper.

Introducing the To-do list

Did you know only about 5 - 10% 
of breast cancer cases are  
thought to be hereditary?

*

Now offering 3D mammography and genetic testing!

 
          1 **Women’s Imaging Center at Cy-Fair 

        Hospital (FM 1960 at Jones Road)  
*Genetic testing available here

2  **Cy-Fair Urgent Care & Imaging Center  
              (at Spring Cypress & Grant)

      3 Cy-Fair Emergency & Imaging Center  
           (at Barker Cypress & FM 529)

        4  Cy-Fair Emergency & Imaging Center            
                (Beltway 8 & Tanner Rd.)

* According to the American Cancer Society **Tomosynthesis, 
(3D mammography) an FDA approved imaging technology 
designed for early breast cancer detection, is available here.

281.897.3121 • CyFairWomensImaging.com
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IMPACTS Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 
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NOW OPEN

1  Katy Hustle opened May 15 at  
23441 Clay Road, Katy. Owner Tony Luprete 
began the youth basketball program in 2011, 
and this is the first permanent location. The 
14,000-square-foot indoor facility will house 
two basketball courts and offer training 
programs for boys and girls of all skill levels 
in grades 4-12. Boys teams are also available 
while Luprete said he hopes to add girls 
teams in the future. Summer camps for boys 
and girls of all skill levels will also be offered. 
832-245-7181. www.katyhustle.com

2  Leslie’s Pool Supply's soft opening 
was May 5 at 5102 FM 1463, Ste. 1000, Ful-
shear. The store sells swimming pool equip-
ment, pool chemicals, cleaning supplies, 
toys and lounge chairs. Services also include 
free water tests, free in-store repairs of pool 
cleaners, and at-home installations and re-
pairs of other equipment. A grand opening 
is scheduled for May 18-22. 281-574-9245. 
www.lesliespool.com

3  Raising Cane’s opened May 9 at 9730 
Gaston Road, Katy. The Louisiana-based 
fast-food chain is known for chicken fingers, 
french fries, Texas toast and signature sauce. 
281-574-3779. www.raisingcanes.com

4  Sushi 9 opened a second location April 
24 at 1251 Pin Oak Road, Katy. Unlike its 
original spot on South Mason Road, which 
is all-you-can-eat, the new location features 
traditional a la carte dining. Sushi 9 serves 
sushi and shabu-shabu, a dish of meat and 
vegetables boiled and served in a pot at the 
table. The restaurant also has beer and wine, 
and takeout is available. 281-391-8888

5  Top Dog Grooming opened Feb. 20 
at 402 W. Grand Parkway S., Unit 109, Katy. 
The business offers grooming for dogs, in-
cluding full haircuts, minigrooming services, 
such as trims around the face, nail trims and 
baths. 832-437-2975.  
www.facebook.com/Top-Dog-Grooming-
Katy-1843285052581404

6  V’s Barbershop held a soft opening 
May 17 at 6420 FM 1463 Road, Ste. 300, 
Katy. The location will offer services, includ-
ing straight-edge razor shaves and boys and 

men’s haircuts. This will be the third location 
to open in Texas. 281-346-8584.  
www.vbarbershop.com

7  Wild Birds Unlimited opened May 9 
at 23930 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 115. 
Brian Stierwalt owns the franchise location 
and operates it with his daughter Kayla. 
The store caters to birdwatchers—not pet 
owners—and sells supplies to attract birds, 
including feeders, seed, bird baths and bird-
houses. No live birds are sold in the store. 
832-437-4937. www.katy.wbu.com

COMING SOON

8  Aldi will open a store at  
5840 FM 1463 Road, Fulshear, in June, 
according to a company spokesperson. 
The German discount supermarket chain 
sells primarily store-brand products in a 
warehouse-style layout. The company is 
expanding its U.S. presence and has two 
Katy locations. www.aldi.us/en 

9  Bambu Katy will hold its grand open-
ing May 20 at 9555 Spring Green Blvd.,  
Ste. E, Katy. The franchise is owned by Tom-
my Ly and his wife, Phyllis, and sells boba tea 
and coffee drinks as well as Vietnamese che 
desserts, which are made with ingredients, 
such as sweet beans, puddings and fruits. 
The store will also have a Comic Con theme, 
with comic book-inspired decor, board 
games and anime cartoons streamed on 
TVs. Bambu Katy will partner with Spring-
based The Gaming Goats for in-store 
events. 832-559-0588. 
www.facebook.com/BambuKaty

10  Cane Island Storage will open in May 
at 27748 Hwy. 90, Katy. Owned by Matt 
Hughes, the self-storage facility will start 
with 262 units and 60 RV parking spaces, 
with the potential to expand later. Units will 
be climate-controlled or outdoors. This is 
the first Cane Island Storage location.   
281-574-4777. caneislandstorage.com

11  Fleet Feet will open a store in  
La Centerra at Cinco Ranch, 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Ste. J120, Katy, on July 1. This is 
the fifth area location for the Houston-based 
company. Fleet Feet sells running apparel 
and shoes, and features local running club 
information on its website. The stores also 
sponsor run clubs and organize events.  
www.fleetfeethouston.com
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Call 281-398-7954
or visit us online

 www.mctkaty.com

Dr. Currie is Board Certifi ed in Internal Medicine and specializes in Gastroenterology.

William A. Currie, MD
Medical Colleagues of Texas, L.L.P.

Colonoscopy Screening • Digestive Issues • Heartburn/GERD • Liver Diseases • Ulcers
21700 Kingsland Blvd.

Suite 201
Katy, Texas  77450

New Patients Welcome
Most Insurances Accepted
El Medico Habla Español 

Feeling Good From 
The Inside Out
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FEATURED IMPACT — NOW OPEN

European Wax Center opened its Katy-The Reserve location April 16 at 1708 Spring 
Green Blvd., Ste. 185, Katy. The location offers hair removal services for men and women, 
including eyebrow and full-body options. Customers can book appointments online. 
First-time guests can get a complimentary eyebrow, underarm or bikini line waxing, or 50 
percent off either a bikini Brazilian wax or a bikini full wax. European Wax Center has two 
other locations in Katy. 832-323-9299. www.waxcenter.com/tx-katy-the-reserve

 COMPILED BY AMELIA BRUST AND 
IMANI MCGARRELL

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

12  Tigers Martial Arts Group is opening a 
second Katy location this summer at 27278 
Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. The martial arts 
studio hosts taekwondo classes for students 
from 4 years of age to adults. The black belt 
program also includes yongmoodo. Classes 
are held Monday through Thursday as well 
as Friday and Saturday. The first location is at 
1717 S. Mason Road, Katy. 281-599-8000.  
www.tigersmartialartsgroup.com 

13  Wellspring Pediatric Dentistry will 
open by July 1 at 2780 FM 1463, Ste. 203, 
Katy. Owned by dentist Nisha Mehta, the 
practice offers comprehensive pediatric 
dental services, including cleaning, exams, 
preventative care, extractions and in-office 
sedation. 281-849-3003.  
www.wellspringpediatricdentistry.com

RELOCATIONS

14  Babaloo Bar and Grill moved to a new 
location in March at 25757 Westheimer 
Parkway, Ste. 130, Katy. The business is 
also under the new ownership of Carlos and 
Eleonora Mejias. The pair were customers 
at the old location and decided to become 
involved when the opportunity arose. The 
business features a new bistro gourmet 
menu. It includes items, such as steaks, 
empanadas and traditional Cuban dishes 
like ropavieja. The new Babaloo Bar and 
Grill location also offers a more seating and 
dance floor. 832-437-8092.  
www.babaloobarandgrill.com 

15  Frank’s Specialty Pharmacy relo-
cated from 3100 Broadway St., Houston, 
to 24554 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, in March. 
Formerly Azteca Pharmacy, the business will 
still be owned and operated by Francisco Ri-
vera. Frank’s Specialty Pharmacy offers free 
delivery options and accepts most private 
medical insurance plans. 713-644-3600. 

16  Serene Beans is moving to a new 
location at 1933 East Ave., across the street 
from Katy City Park. A grand reopening 
celebration is planned for June 10 with a 
crawfish broil, samples from Great Harvest 
Bread Company and live music from Sydney 
Bryant. Currently located at 1512 Avenue C, 
Katy, the coffee shop also sells inspirational 
gifts, such as books and wooden plaques. 
281-391-4480. www.serenebeans.com

17  Katy Hardware relocated to 559 Pin 
Oak Road, Katy,on April 1. The new store 
has about 12,000 square feet of space, com-
pared to the old location, which only mea-
sured about 5,000 square feet. The business 
has some new products, including a wider 
selection line of cleaning and gardening 
supplies. It will also open a rental depart-
ment within about a month for equipment 
ranging from cleaning and construction 
tools to home entertainment devices, such 
as popcorn makers and margarita machines. 
281-391-3437. www.katyhardware.com

NEW OWNERSHIP

18  Pane E Vino Trattoria & Pizzeria, 
8945 S. Fry Road, Katy, is under new owner-
ship. The Italian restaurant opened in 2014 
and was previously under the ownership of 
Dan Monson. Monson sold the restaurant 
to new owner Lucy Ortiz in order to focus 
more time on his other business ventures. 
281-391-2222. 
www.panevinokatytx.com 

ANNIVERSARIES

19  Portrait Dental reached its first an-
niversary April 11. Located at 27131 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Ste. 250, the practice offers 
general dental care and orthodontics. Por-
trait Dental also provides  services through 
its partnership with Hope Impacts, a Hous-
ton-based program that services the needs 
of uninsured and homeless individuals. 
281-712-6191. www.portraitdental.com

20  Sertinos Cafe celebrated its first 
anniversary March 18 at 25707 Westheimer 
Parkway, Katy. The cafe serves specialty or-
ganic coffee from Oregon as well as various 
sandwiches, salads, soups, ice cream and 
smoothies. The business has a drive-thru 
along with indoor and outdoor seating.  
281-769-2066. www.sertinoskaty.com

©2017 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.  Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your property is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

Bob Miles
281.797.1600

Mary Kiesewetter
713.725.0108

Linda Wade Team
281.492.5951

Expect BetterSM from your Katy neighbors!
As your neighbors, who better to tell the story 

of our community and your home.
Put our energy, enthusiasm and market expertise 

to work for you, 
getting you the results you deserve!
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“ Cancer, 
we have you 
surrounded”

Dr. Sunil Patel  |  Cancer Physician

As the nation’s top cancer hospital, MD Anderson 

uses an integrated team approach to cancer care. 

Our physicians and specialists work together across 

locations and disciplines to develop custom treatment 

plans for each patient. Because, at MD Anderson, our 

goal is to end cancer. For good.

Appointments are available at an MD Anderson 

location near you. Call 713-745-9940 or visit 

FindYourMDAnderson.com.

Ranked number one in the 
nation for cancer care by 
U.S. News & World Report.

17houloc2779-3_Patel-November Community Impact Ad_9.1453x11.25_2.indd   1 10/18/16   1:39 PM
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IMPACTS

NOW OPEN

1  Katy Elite Chiropractic held a soft 
opening April 19 and is planning a grand 
opening June 12. Owned by Ammon Zuker-
man, the practice is located at 416 Park 
Grove Drive, Katy. Katy Elite Chiropractic 
treats back pain, injuries and sports-related 
pain, sciatica and spinal problems in chil-
dren. Kinesio taping and laser therapy for 
damaged tissue are also available, among 
other services. 281-994-9020. 
www.katyelitechiropractic.com

2  MidiCi The Neapolitan Pizza Com-
pany opened May 5 at 21784 I-10, Ste. 
100, Katy. Owner Brandon Gawthorp said 
the franchise restaurant is located near 

will also be available for style parties with 
features, such as makeup, costumes and 
karaoke stage. 832-739-8829 

4  A new Wal-Mart Supercenter will 
open May 31 at 22850 Morton Ranch Road, 
Katy. The store will have a pharmacy, photo 
center and garden center in addition to its 
signature apparel, home goods, electronics 
and other products. 346-307-8163. 
www.walmart.com.

NEW MANAGEMENT

5  Brian Maness became the owner of 
AlphaGraphics in Katy on March 16, 
according to Store Manager John Mattei. 
Located at 20302 Park Row Drive, Ste. 800, 
the business provides printing, design and 
signage services for primarily commercial 
and corporate needs, as well as for individ-
ual consumers. 281-944-4271. 
www.katyalphagraphics.com

NEW OWNERSHIP

6  Dimassi’s Mediterranean Kitchen at 
22453 I-10, Katy, has been under new own-
ership since April 1. Rana Hayek now runs 
the buffet restaurant, which sells Mediter-
ranean foods, including kabobs, falafel and 
baba ghanoush. Catering service is also 
available. 281-574-5977.  
http://dimassi.com

ANNIVERSARIES

7  Bling Out Loud Apparel and Gifts 
reached its first anniversary May 14 at 623 
S. Mason Road, Katy. The company merges 
Bling Out Loud and SewGeekAustin, two 
home-based, women-owned online busi-
nesses. The store offers custom apparel 
with rhinestones and spangles, handmade 
gifts, screenprinting and do-it-yourself 
supplies. To mark the occasion, the store 
will hold a celebration June 17, in time for 
Father’s Day, with refreshments and a class 
for families to learn how to use a silhouette 
cameo machine. The cutting device makes 
custom shapes, which can be used for sten-
cils or other projects. 832-786-1646. 
www.blingoutloudkaty.com

TM; © 2017 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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the CarMax dealership between North 
Westgreen Boulevard and North Mason 
Road. The menu features thin-crust Neapol-
itan-style pizza, burrata cheese plates, 
salads, desserts and appetizers. MidiCi also 
features a full bar as well as espresso drinks. 
MidiCi has three stores in the Greater Hous-
ton area. 281-394-9739. 
www.mymidici.com

COMING SOON

3  Kiddie Cuts and Beyond, a children’s 
hair salon, is set to open June 10 at 2004 S. 
Mason Road, Katy. Owner Yarubi Chen said 
the business will offer haircuts for boys and 
girls, as well as video games and iPads for 
customers to use at the store. A private area 
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 COMPILED BY AMELIA BRUST AND 
IMANI MCGARRELL

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

Businesses that have recently opened, are coming soon, relocating or expanding. 

4

5

6

2

8

7

3

8  KD Music & Arts, at 20225 I-10, Katy, 
will celebrate its 25th anniversary June 6. 
The store sells a wide range of instruments, 
including woodwinds, brass, percussion 
and strings. Lessons, including vocal les-
sons, are available. Owner Roland Diaz said 
the store will hold its regular spring recital 
for students May 27. The free event is open 
to the public and will take place at The 
Church Without Walls, formerly Brookhol-
low Baptist Church, 5725 Queenston Blvd., 
Houston. 281-647-6996. 
www.kdmusicandarts.com

1

PROVINCIAL BLVD.

PARK 
GROVE DR.

Lycée International de Houston

Bilingual Education PK - 12

French • English • Spanish
Arabic • Mandarin

Bilingual Education PK-12

832-474-1013 • 155950 Park Row Dr.  Houston •  www.lihouston.org

OPENING AUGUST 2017
Now Enrolling!

Bilingual Education PK-12Bilingual Education PK-12Bilingual Education PK-12Bilingual Education PK-12

OPENING AUGUST 2017
Now Enrolling!

Lycée International de Houston

Bilingual Education PK - 12

French • English • Spanish
Arabic • Mandarin

Bilingual Education PK-12

832-474-1013 • 155950 Park Row Dr.  Houston •  www.lihouston.org

OPENING AUGUST 2017
Now Enrolling!

• French

• English

• Spanish

• Arabic

• Mandarin
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To-do list
Your ultimate local guide for events, business openings, 
meetings and more in the months of May and June

Find more or submit Katy events at communityimpact.com/kty-calendar.

Event organizers can submit local events online to be considered for the print 
edition. Submitting details for consideration does not guarantee publication.

MEETINGS
CITY COUNCIL MEETING | JUNE 12
901 Avenue C, Katy. 
281-391- 4800 | www.cityofkaty.com
Meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.

KATY ISD BOARD MEETING | JUNE 19
6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy  
281-396- 6000 | www.katyisd.org
Meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.

MAY 29

Government offices closed 
Government offices in Waller, Fort Bend 
and Harris counties as well as the city of 
Katy are closed for Memorial Day. Law 
enforcement and emergency services 
will remain open. All Katy ISD schools will 
be closed.

See a list of full events at www.communityimpact.com/katy/event-calendar/may

MAY 23

Family sign painting party
3 Little Birds Custom Signs hosts a 
night of painting, drinking and eating at 
Growler USA. Admission includes paint-
ing supplies and a drink. $45. 6-9 p.m. 
Growler USA, 1443 FM 1463, Ste. 100, 
Katy. 281-396-4277. www.facebook.
com/events/358168141250723/

COURTESY BRITANY JOHANSEN

LIVE MUSIC
There are many places in Katy to get your 
live music fix month over the next few 
weeks. From country to soul, there is 
something for everyone.

MAY 25
Chris Boise at Midnight Rodeo

JUNE 1
Junior Gordon Band at Mo’s Place

JUNE 10
Fuzzy Side Up at the 510 Bar

JUNE 10
Sydney Bryant at Serene Beans

JUNE 16 
Joe Nichols at Mo’s Place

JUNE 22
Skinny Kravitz at Agave Rio

 COURTESY SKINNY KRAVITZ

MAY 29

Howls Moving Castle 
Alamo Drafthouse presents a subti-
tled "Howl’s Moving Castle," Japanese 
director Hayao Miyazaki’s animated film. 
Tickets available online and at the door. 
Children age 6 and older must be ac-
companied by an adult. 7:30 p.m. Alamo 
Drafthouse, 531 S. Mason Road, Katy. 
281-492- 6900. www.drafthouse.com.

MAY 27

Radiokaty.com  
Battle of the Bands
Artists compete in RadioKaty.com’s first 
Battle of the Bands contest at The Wild-
catter Saloon. 2-7 p.m. $10 (ages 13 and 
older), free (ages 12 and younger).  
26913 I-10, Katy. www.radiokaty.com

 COURTESY RADIOKATY.COM BATTLE OF THE BANDS

MAY 23

Pages by the Pint 
Katy Branch Library hosts the May book 
club Pages by the Pint event at No Label 
Brewing Co. Participants discuss “Fates 
and Furies” by Lauren Groff. Participants 
can pick up a copy of Groff’s book at the 
library. 8- 9:30 p.m. No Label Brewing 
Co., 5351 First St., Katy. 281-391-3509. 
www.hcpl.net

www.egamishfurniture.com

Friendswood Location
18980 Gulf Freeway, Friendswood

281-286-9911

Sugar Land Location 
3616 Hwy 6 S, Sugar Land 

281-277-0485

Memorial Day Sale
All orders and in stock fl oor model purchases.

Discounts valid on Participating Builders Only

May 22nd - 29th, 2017

10% OFF -or- 
36 Months Financing
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See a list of full events at www.communityimpact.com/katy/event-calendar/may

JUNE 17

No Label Brewing 1st 
Street 5K beer run
No Label Brewing Co. hosts a 5K run 
through downtown Katy, followed by a 
craft beer tasting. 7:30 a.m. $45 (until 
June 3), $55 (June 4 until race day). 
5351-A 1st Street, Katy.  281-693-7545. 
www.runintexas.com/beerrun

COURTESY KW PREMIER 5K FUNRUN

JUNE 10

Kevin Hart book signing 
Actor, comedian and writer Kevin Hart 
greets fans and signs copies of his new 
book “I Can’t Make This Up” at Katy 
Books-A-Million. Admission includes a 
copy of the book. 2 p.m. $31.82. Katy 
Books-A-Million, 5000 Katy Mills Circle, 
Ste. 221, Katy. 281-644-2665.  
http://bit.ly/2r6mZiu

LIBRARY EVENTS
Public libraries in Harris and Fort Bend 
counties are hosting multiple events in 
May and June, including the following 
selections in Katy:

KATY BRANCH LIBRARY
5414 Franz Road, Katy.

281-391-3509 • www.hcpl.net

MAY
22 	Advanced ESL conversation  
class 5:30 p.m.
31 	Knotty & Nice Club 1 p.m.

JUNE
10 	Beginning Genealogy 
 One-On- One 3 p.m.
13 	Young adult book club 4:30 p.m.
20 	Mick Corley Music Show 2:30 p.m.

MAUD SMITH MARKS  
BRANCH LIBRARY

1815 Westgreen Blvd., Katy.
281-492-8592 • www.hcpl.net

MAY
23 	Color Me Relaxed 2 p.m.
30 	Resumes on Microsoft Word 10 a.m.

JUNE
10 	Advanced Microsoft Word 10 a.m.
12 	Citizenship class 6:30 p.m.
20 	Twitter for adults 10 a.m.

CINCO RANCH BRANCH LIBRARY
2620 Commercial Center 

 Blvd., Katy • 281-395-1311  
www.fortbend.lib.tex.us

MAY
22-26 International Film Fest (Mon., 
Tue., Thu. 6 p.m.) (Wed., Fri. 2 p.m.)
31 	Web Development Basics 10 a.m.

JUNE
6 	 Middle school program-  
Karaoke Revolution 3 p.m.
13 	Pajama Night 7 p.m.
21 	School age program-Crocodile 
Encounters 2 p.m.

JUNE 17

Katy market day 
Local vendors, food, art and antiques 
are present at the June Katy Market Day 
event. Fifty vendors are set to be on-site. 
The event is hosted by Limited Edition 
Art & Antiques. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Alief 
Baptist Church, 906 Avenue A, Katy. 
281-391-1993. www.katymarketday.com

COURTESY KATY MARKET DAY

JUNE 8

Cooking with herbs 
workshop 
Brookwood horticulture staff hosts a 
workshop and lunch to teach how to 
grow and cook with herbs. Reservations 
required. 10:30 a.m. $19.95. The Shop-
pes & Café at Brookwood, 1502 FM 1489, 
Brookshire. 281-375-2100.  
brookshiretexas.org/community-events

JUNE 3

KW Premier 5K FunRun 
Run for a cause with Keller Williams 
Premier Realty at  its third annual event 
at Villagio Town Center in Cinco Ranch. 
All proceeds are donated to The Ballard 
House. Race begins at 8 a.m. $40 entry. 
The Ballard House, 22762 Westheimer 
Parkway, Ste. 430, Katy. 281-220-2100. 
www.kwpremier5k.com

COURTESY KELLER WILLIAMS PREMIER REALTY

JUNE 3

Brazilian Country Party
The Brazilian Women Foundation and Next 
Brazilian Productions and Adonai Houston 
host a Brazilian-themed event at the Wild-
catter Saloon with traditional Brazilian food 
vendors and performances planned. $10. 
4-11 p.m. The Wildcatter Saloon, 26913 
I-10, Katy. 
www.nextbrazilian.com

Pictures & Colors For Illustration Only...  1)  Excludes 1SV models. On 10% of select vehicles in stock, while stock lasts. Based on discount below MSRP and cash back. Not compatible with some other offers.  See Dealer for 
Details. Take Delivery by 5/31/17. Prices + TT&L. Prices Include All Applicable Rebates & Incentives. No Wholesalers. Only One Ad Unit Per Family.  

11300 1960 WESTbeckandmastengm.com 1-832-604-4477

NEW 2017 BUICK 
ENCLAVENEW 2017 GMC SIERRA 

1500 CREW SLT
NEW 2017 GMC 
YUKON & XL

ON ALL SELECT 2017 GMC VEHICLES IN STOCK!1
NEW 2017 BUICK 
ENCORE

20% OFF MSRP 20%OFF MSRP ON ALL SELECT 2017 BUICK 
VEHICLES IN STOCK1

$31,986
MSRP $39,990, $3200 FACTORY REBATE, 

$4804 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP 
MSRP $51,000, $5500  SELECT MODEL CASH, 
$7250 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP. 

$12,750
DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

MSRP $71,515, $3000 SELECT MODEL CASH, 
$7750 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP. 

2 AT THIS SAVINGS!

MSRP $25,290, $3245 SELECT MODEL CASH, 
$3755 BECK MASTEN DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

2 AT THIS PRICE!
$7000
DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

$10,750
DISCOUNT OFF MSRP

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!

2 
AT THIS 
PRICE!

SPRING SAVINGS!
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www.westlakeprep.org | 281-341-9910 | 23300 Bellaire Blvd., richmond tx 77406

PreK3 - High school • christian foundation • college preparatory 
currently offering soccer, Volleyball, Basketball, Track, Choir & more

Dedicated to providing academic excellence and spiritual growth that equips our 
students to become courageous leaders as they serve Jesus Christ in our changing world.

NOW ENROLLING PreK3 - 9th

Middle School now open
high school opening fall 2017

CALL TODAY 
to set-up a 

tour!

Meritage Homes® is a registered trademark of Meritage Homes Corporation. 
©2017 Meritage Homes Corporation. All rights reserved. For full terms and 
conditions please visit: www.meritagehomes.com/rule/contest-29 

Our homes have more than just a low HERS 
score. Our ENERGY STAR®– certified building 
practices have been known to lower heating 
and cooling costs up to half on average, 
which means you can afford to do more 
living. And just wait until we tell you about the 
low-E windows, allergy-reducing air filtration, 
Tyvek® house wrap and sound-blocking wall 
insulation that we build into every home. Visit 
us today. Whether you want to build it from 
the ground up or need the keys ASAP, your 
dream home is a Meritage home.

MORE MONEY FOR 
MOMENTS THAT MATTER.

T H E  H O M E  O F

Your dream home is waiting. Call: 844-582-4952
visit: mer itagehomes .com/katy

HOU_0817009_Q1_2017_CommunityImpactAd_4.5085x5.5416.indd   1 3/17/2017   8:56:12 AM
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1  Cane Island Parkway

This project will build the first half of a two-
lane concrete boulevard from FM 1463 to 
I-10. A traffic signal will be installed at the 
intersection of FM 1463 and Cane Island 
Parkway. This project will provide access to 
I-10 and will lessen traffic congestion. 

Timeline: summer 2017-spring 2018

Cost: $9 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, city 
of Katy, Ventana Development

2  Gaston Road project, Phase 1

In order to improve traffic mobility, an 
existing two-lane asphalt road will be 
widened to a four-lane concrete boulevard 
from Katy Flewellen to Greenbusch roads. 
This project also included the relocation of 
a 4-inch diameter gas line.

Timeline: summer 2017-spring 2018

Cost: $9 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County, 
NewQuest Properties

3  Greenbusch Road

The road will be converted from a two-lane 
asphalt road to a four-lane concrete road 
from Gaston Road to Westheimer Parkway. 
The project will also include a bridge along 
Greenbusch Road. Once completed, the 
project is expected to alleviate traffic and 
improve mobility in the area.
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COMPLETED PROJECTS

COMPILED BY WADE KERRTRANSPORTATION UPDATES

Timeline: spring 2018-spring 2019

Cost: $7.8 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County
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Although the Texas Department of 
Transportation funds construction 
for highways and other major roads 
in the state right of way, metropolitan 
planning organizations prioritize 
project construction.

Texas has 25 metropolitan planning 
organizations, or MPOs, that create 
transportation policy, forecast mobility 
needs, administer regional planning, 

and channel state and federal funding 
for area projects. MPOs include the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council, 
the North Central Texas Council of 
Governments and the Capitol Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization.

MPOs score project proposals on 
safety, mobility, environmental quality, 
economic development, and asset 
management and operations. 

Then the MPO determines the funding 
and shovel-readiness of a project. If no 
funding is available and the project is 
far from being construction-ready, then 
it is shelved and could be revisited.

Once a project is approved by the 
MPO, then projects are added to the 
Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program or TxDOT’s 10-year Unified 
Transportation Program.

HOW IT WORKS

How does TxDOT prioritize construction?

All information on this page was updated as of  
5/16/17. News or questions about these or  
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com.

CANE ISLAND 
PKWY.

90

1

2 3

4

4  Katy Gaston Road

Katy Gaston Road was converted from 
a two-lane asphalt roadway into four 
concrete lanes. The road was improved 
from Summerset Ridge Lane and 
realigned to connect with FM 1093 in 
order to improving traffic congestion in 
the area.

Timeline: summer 2016-spring 2017

Cost: $1.7 million

Funding sources: Fort Bend County

26440 FM 1093 #A100 • Richmond, TX. 77406 • (832)-437-7584 • info@handlebarcyclery.com

PACE GROUPS 

Beginner
27 mile route 

14-17mph avg speed

Intermediate
27-40 miles 

18-20mph avg speed

Advanced 
40 miles 

20+mph avg speed

Weekly Saturday  
group road ride

Shop opens at 7am for socializing and last-minute needs - ride rolls at 7:30am sharp.  Bathrooms and free 
coffee. Starts/End at the shop. View routes at: www.strava.com/clubs/HandlebarCyclery

ASK US ABOUT OUR 
GRAVEL RIDES

Bikes for Kids and Adults • Full-Service Repair Shop 

SPRING TUNE-UP 

25% off any 
tune-up 
package
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All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, 
programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not 
to scale, all dimensions are approximate and are intended to represent an artist’s depiction only of the existing and/or planned elements of Bonterra  at Cross Creek Ranch 
Community’s current proposed development concepts. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Photos and descriptions of any planned improvements, features 
or amenities are not an actual representation and are for illustration purposes only that remain subject to change. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where 
prior registration is required or if void by law. Bonterra at Cross Creek Ranch is an age-qualified Community intended for permanent occupancy of each household by at least one 
resident at least 55 or older under applicable state and federal laws, as well as the Community’s Declaration and no one under 19 in permanent residency. Please see a 
Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © May 2017, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

BonterraLiving.com
New Homes Mid $200s –$400s

Live the best of both worlds in Bonterra  
at Cross Creek Ranch. Savor exciting resident  

outings, plus enjoy convenient access to all of  
Cross Creek Ranch’s amazing amenities. Escape the 
ordinary and live greater than your age at Bonterra.

Contact Us: 281.780.4652  
HoustonOnline@TaylorMorrison.com

8 MODEL HOMES NOW OPEN  •  ENJOY 55+ LIVING!   

I AM > 63
I am  

carefree.
> 63

BONCC-083 May Community Impact_MECH.indd   1 5/5/17   9:41 AM
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TRAIN RESERVATIONS
512.477.8468 X 2 • AustinSteamTrain.org

When that whistle sounds, memories are being made in Cedar Park, Texas! 
We offer year-round train rides through the Texas Hill Country with vintage 
train cars built as far back as the 1930s. Whether you’re looking for a family 
outing to unplug or a girls’ night out to unwind, we can’t wait to have you on 
board. Come see where Texans make new memories. All aboard!

Make it a weekend  
of fun in Cedar Park!
CedarParkFun.com

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

*XCIKS11705*

O
F

F

10

$

Change Oil & Filter

Check/Top Off Fluids  

Set Tire Pressure

INCLUDES 21 PT INSPECTION

.

.

.

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only. Cannot 

combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

XCIKS11705

Outstanding customer service!

“

AUTOMOTIVE

First Class Service

AUTOMOTIVE

Louetta

4019 FM 1463   832.437.5722

“

IS YOUR STICKER DUE?

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE

INSPECTION STATION

STATE INSPECTOR 

ALWAYS ON DUTY!

OPEN SATURDAYS    3 YR/36,000 MILE REPAIR WARRANTY    FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES

M.Z. Fulshear,TX

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE

INSPECTION STATION

A

Approved

Auto Repair

A+

RATED

Wood & Fiberglass  
Door Refinishing

• Quality In-Shop Restoration
• Beautiful Secure Loaner Door
• Maintenance Service Available 

We also refinish:
• Garage Doors
• Window Frames
• Shutters

713.861.2081          www.restoreyourdoor.com

 $50 Off!  
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expiration 6/25/17
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Buc-ee’s planning to 
open world’s longest 
car wash in east Katy

Bel Furniture moving from Houston to new 415,000-square-foot Katy site

BY IMANI MCGARRELL 

The world’s longest car wash is com-
ing to Katy as part of the new Buc-ee’s 
gas station and store expected to open 
in West Ten Business Park near Cane 
Island later this year. 

The 255-foot car wash will accom-
pany a 56,000-square-foot store 
and about 120 gas pumps, Buc-ee’s 

BY IMANI MCGARRELL

Houston-based Bel Furniture 
will open two adjacent buildings, a 
74,793-square-foot showroom and a 
340,503-square-foot distribution cen-
ter in Katy, according to a Transwest-
ern representative. 

Transwestern is a Texas-based real 
estate firm specializing in collabora-
tive entrepreneurship, according to 
a press release. In 2014, the business 
purchased 75 acres of land at West 
Ten Business Park located on I-10 
and Cane Island Parkway, according 

DEVELOPMENT BRIEFS COMPILED BY IMANI MCGARRELL

Katy Asian Town brings 
new multicultural hub
BY IMANI MCGARRELL 

Construction is underway at Katy 
Asian Town, a new mainstream Asian 
shopping hub coming to the Greater 
Katy area.

“The demand for a diverse commu-
nity is increasing in the area,” said 
Josie Lin, leasing broker for the prop-
erty. “There’s a lot of new construction 
happening, and a lot of people are 
coming here from different areas of 
the state.”

Katy Asian Town will be located at 
the intersection of the Grand Parkway 
and I-10, next to the University of 
Houston’s new 45-acre Katy campus. 
Katy Asian Town is expected to open 
in late 2017, and the property features 
over 15 acres of retail space, three 
buildings with about 150,000 square 
feet and parking, Lin said. 

Nationwide Asian supermarket 
chain H Mart will be anchoring the 
development, Lin said. The store will 
feature fresh produce, meat and sea-
food, as well as a food court, accord-
ing to the Katy Asian Town website. 
There are two other H Mart locations 
in the Greater Houston area.

“H Mart is a great representation for 
Asian communities in the area,” Lin 
said.

Developers hope Katy Asian Town 
will be a landmark for the city, similar 
to Chinatown in Houston, she said.

Buc-ee's is applying for a Guinness world record as the world’s longest car wash for the 
planned car wash at its new Katy location, coming to the West Ten Business Park.

General Counsel Jeff Nadalo said.
“Katy is a great city,” Nadalo said. 

“The location along I-10 will com-
plement our other cities in Baytown 
and Luling that are also along the 
interstate.” 

In March 2016, Katy City Council 
unanimously approved a resolution 
for the Katy Development Authority 
to enter an economic development 
agreement to bring the convenience 
store and gas station to the area.

“The business climate in the city 
of Katy has been very welcoming,” 
Nadalo said. “It’s important for us 

to partner with local officials to suc-
cessfully bring a new project to a new 
location.”

The company is also in the process 
of applying for a Guinness world 
record as the world’s longest car 
wash for the Katy car wash location, 
he said.

The Katy store will be the fourth 
Texas location with an accompany-
ing car wash. The other three loca-
tions are in Lake Jackson, Richmond 
and Cypress.

The Katy store will also have a 
backup power generator, Nadalo 
said. Buc-ee’s officials were able 
to secure the equipment from 
Enchanted Rock Ltd. at a reduced 
cost, he said.

“The entire store and car wash will 
be operational in the event of power 
failure,” he said.

City officials said the newly 
constructed overpass at Cane Island 
Parkway and I-10 will improve access 
to the gas station and store. The car 
wash is expected to be complete by 
late 2017 while the location is set to 
generate about 200 jobs.
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to the release.
“The completion of Cane Island 

Parkway provides West Ten users 
immediate access directly from 
Interstate 10,” said Pete Johnston, 
senior vice president of Transwestern 
Development Co., in a statement. 

Jamal Mollai, owner and founder 
of Bel Furniture, said the new loca-
tion will help the company’s reach.

“We have been looking for an 
opportunity to open a large retail 
and distribution operation in west 
Houston to serve our expanding 

customer base, and West Ten was an 
ideal fit for us based on the quality of 
the new buildings, strategic location, 
visibility and access to Interstate 10,” 
he said.

3000sq. ft. pavillion near the lake is a perfect 
place for gathering with family and friends.

Saturdays and Sundays, 
May 6th through October 15th, 

2:00 PM to 8:00 PM
(Minimum 25 people per 3-hour party.)
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Six-Time Texas Builder of the Year!*

Why wait? Make a Toll Brothers community in Katy your 
home and you’ll enjoy top-rated schools in the highly-

acclaimed Katy ISD, resort-style amenities, and convenient 
access to the Grand Parkway, I-10, and the Westpark Tollway.

Call or visit today to schedule a personal tour!

TollBrothers.com/Impact

Open Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm; Sunday 12 pm–6 pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon 
to confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder 
of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012, 2013 & 2016 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

THE RESERVE AT KATY
Conveniences Right at Your Front Door!  
From the mid-$400s • (832) 449-2266

CANE ISLAND
Gated, Water View Home Sites!

From the low $600s • (281) 574-1226

CINCO RANCH
Ironwood Estates

Final Home Site Remains!
From the upper $600s • (281) 394-7680

The Estates at Ridgefield Heights
Final Home Sites Remain!

From the upper $600s • (281) 394-7680

The Enclave at Ridgefield Heights
Now Open!

From the low $400s • (832) 437-1029

NEW. NOW. 
QUICK DELIVERY HOMES AVAILABLE!

(281) 394-0628      1520 Katy Gap Rd      legacyatfalconpoint.com

Schedule a tour today of Katy’s 
�nest senior living community.

A place where living is full of opportunity.

ALF ID 106069

Math
Help

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

Now
Enrolling

for

Summer

Mathnasium of Cinco Ranch
(281) 347-7865

23930 Westheimer Pkwy. #107 Katy, TX 77494
Mathnasium of Fulshear

(832) 437-5033
28818 Cinco Ranch Blvd. #120 Katy, TX 77494

FREE Assessment 
($99 Value) 

exp. 6/30/17

POWER MATH WORKOUTS 
Get ready for summer with introductions 
to new topics or reviews of previous ones! 
SAT I Math Prep is also available. Prevent 
summer slippage of math skills by enrolling 
your student in Mathnasium!
NUMBER SENSE 
K, 1st, and 2nd Grade
JUMP START I 
Upper Elementary Math for students 
entering 3rd grade and up
JUMP START II 
Middle School Math-6th grade
POWER INTRO
Pre-Algebra - 6th grade and up
Algebra I - 7th grade and up
High School Geometry - 8th grade and up
High School Alg II, Pre-Cal, Calculus AB/BC
POWER REVIEW 
HS Math REVIEW*
SAT I MATH PREP 
Prepare to take the SAT this 
next school year.
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Patrick Jankowski, senior vice president of research at the Greater Houston Partnership,  
discussed the economic recovery of the region at the March 31 forum.

Region’s industries respond to needs of an expanding population

Economic Outlook Forum speakers talk 
about job forecasts, growth in Houston

BY VANESSA HOLT

Community leaders in Harris 
County said they feel confident about 
the region’s economic recovery and 
have initiatives in place to deal with 
the area’s growing population.

The Houston Northwest Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual Economic 
Outlook Forum was held March 31 at 
Southwestern Energy’s headquarters 
in Springwoods Village. The forum 
featured speakers from government, 
business, education and technology 
sectors discussing the future of their 
respective industries in the region.

The Houston metropolitan area pop-
ulation increased by about 125,000 
from July 2015 to early 2016 despite 
zero job growth during that period, 
said Patrick Jankowski, senior vice 
president of research at the Greater 
Houston Partnership.

Jankowski said he is optimistic 
about Houston’s recovery from the oil 
and gas downturn.

“We’re definitely on the mend,” 
Jankowski said. “The worst is behind 
us in the rearview mirror.”

The GHP has forecast more than 
29,000 new Houston-area jobs for 2017 
and predicts about 60,000 jobs will be 
added each year beginning in 2018.

Jankowski said part of the reason 
for this expected recovery is the diver-
sity of job opportunities in the Greater 
Houston area. While the region lost 
over 80,000 energy jobs from 2014 
to 2016, it added at least 83,000 jobs 
in health care, hotel, retail and other 
sectors, he said.

The energy sector will have greater 
recovery prospects when the price 
of oil is at least $60 a barrel, and the 
region will need that recovery to keep 
up with growth, he said.

Southwestern Energy CEO Bill Way 
said in his remarks as keynote speaker 
the energy industry will continue to 
play a major role in the economy of 
the Greater Houston area. Way said he 
expects a resurgence in energy infra-
structure by 2035, with up to $620 
billion in U.S. energy infrastructure 
projects possible by that time in new 
pipelines, exports and other projects.

“We have an optimistic view of the 
energy business going forward,” Way 
said.

ADDRESSING GROWTH

Harris County has approved 669 
new neighborhoods since Jan. 1, 2014, 
Harris County Precinct 4 Commis-
sioner Jack Cagle said. The growth has 
led to unprecedented road conges-
tion and a need for expansion and 
improvements on heavily traveled 
roads.

Cagle said Phase 2 of the $99 
million Hwy. 249 extension project is 
slated to be completed Dec. 31, 2019. 
Meanwhile, the expected comple-
tion date for the project to widen 

Kuykendahl Road over Spring Creek is 
May 17, he said.

Speakers also addressed the 
challenges that a growing population 
poses in education and health care.

“We are one of the most diverse 
[communities]—perhaps the most—in 
the country, and we need to work 
to make sure that is an asset and a 
strength and something we build on,” 
said David Thompson, an attorney 
at Thompson & Horton LLP, which 
specializes in education. “Schools are 
going to be central to how we pro-
ductively respond to changes that are 
occurring in the world around us, the 
state and in the local level.” 

Ken Janda, the CEO of nonprofit 
Community Health Choice, discussed 
the health insurance needs of Texas 
residents and the future of the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act. 
Texas has the highest rates of unin-
sured people in the country, he said.

“For all the faults of the ACA, there 
are 30 million [American] people now 
covered who were uninsured,” Janda 
said.

Janda’s advice to business owners 
concerned about further changes to 
health care coverage for their employ-
ees was to remain flexible.

“Keep doing what you are doing 
now, but be ready to flex when laws 
change,” he said.

TECHNOLOGY, NATIONAL CONCERNS

With the region diversifying in its 
approach to job growth, speakers from 
technology industries weighed in on 
how the field will create new opportu-
nities and challenges.

Van Lindberg, an attorney at law 
firm Dykema Cox Smith who special-
izes in technology issues, discussed 
the potential of autonomous vehicles 
in the development of the Houston 
economy. 

James Morrison, an FBI computer 
scientist at the Houston Cyber Task 
Force, described how small businesses 
are vulnerable to avoidable cyberat-
tacks.

“Sixty percent of small businesses 
collapse after they get hit by a cyberat-
tack,” Morrison said.
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DEVELOPMENT

“WE’RE DEFINITELY ON THE 
MEND. THE WORST IS BEHIND 
US IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR.”

— PATRICK JANKOWSKI, GREATER HOUSTON 
PARTNERSHIP SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF RESEARCH

Now with two locations to serve you!
McKaskle Family Dentistry is now scheduling appointments at our second Katy area 

location. Family owned & operated in Katy for more than 13 years, Dr. Derek McKaskle 
and his team are committed to caring for their patients as they do their own families.

22167 Westheimer Pkwy 
Suite 110
Katy, TX 77450
281-599-8003

1437 FM 1463 
Suite 200
Katy, TX 77494

10

Kingsland Blvd.FM
 1

46
3

Westheimer Pkwy.

99 M
as

on
 R

d.

NEW LOCATION

www.smilekaty.com | 281-599-8003
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CleanWaterways.org

INFORMATION ON HOW TO PROPERLY DISPOSE 
OF ALL HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
CAN BE FOUND AT:

Whether it’s paint, oil, 
household chemicals, grass 
clippings or waste from your 
family dog, if these harmful 
substances are improperly 
disposed of in your yard, 
stormwater runoff will wash 
them down stthem down street drains and 
carry them into our bayous, 
channels, and rivers.  
Recycle or dispose of 
hazardous materials 
properly. It’s the best way to 
keep our waterways clean 
and our enviand our environment 
healthy.

What goes down 
our storm drains is 
draining our wildlife.

21751 Cimarron Parkway, Katy, TX 77450
(832) 321-4704 • theavalon-katy.com

Where we treat you like family
Brand new

Locally Owned
Pets Welcome

Centrally located in South Katy

A  5 5 +  A PA R T M E N T  C O M M U N I T Y

10
99
TOLL

S. Mason Rd.

Cimarron Pkwy.

3 MONTHS FREE 
WITH LEASE 
CONTRACT

Contract must be 
signed by 6/30/17. 

Call o�  ce for details.

The Avalon Apartments

BE TH AM HANGERCEE G

SOME PLAY THE GAME
FEW CHANGE THE GAME

SPORTS PERFORMANCE 
PROGRAM

FASTER ATHLETES

EXPLOSIVE STRENGTH

CHANGE

 

OF

 

DIRECTION

COMPLETE EVALS

281.394.9494
WWW.THELABKATY.COM

SOME PLAY THE GAME 

FEW CHANGE THE GAME 

281.394.9494  

     WWW.THELABKATY.COM 

BE THE GAME CHANGER 

FASTER ATHLETES 

EXPLOSIVE STRENGTH 

CHANGE OF DIRECTION 

COMPLETE EVALS 

SPORTS PERFORMANCE 
PROGRAM 

CLASSES FOR YOUTH, HIGH SCHOOL, 
COLLEGE, AND PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES
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Katy-area foster care 
system seeing placement 
deficit for children
BY ANNA DEMBOWSKI AND HANNAH ZEDAKER

The number of foster children in need of homes 
in Fort Bend and Harris counties far outnumbers 
the number of foster families with rooms available 
between the same county lines, according to data 
from the Texas Department of Family and Protec-
tive Services.

The most recent DFPS data available shows in the 
month of March, there were 2,332 children in need of 
homes in the Harris County foster care system and 
119 children in need of homes in the Fort Bend foster 
care system.

Sameisha Adolph-Frazier, Houston director 
for Foster in Texas, said she believes the Katy 
area needs more foster families. Foster in Texas, 
a division of Austin-based Upbring that operates 
the Krause Children’s Center in Katy, seeks to find 
homes for foster and adopted children.

“We have about 65 families total [in Houston], 
and only five of them come from the Katy area,” 
Adolph-Frazier said. “That tells you there’s defi-
nitely a deficit in that area and [a need for] making 
sure we get [out] the word to find families and 
homes for the children. It’s a little bit slower than 
most areas for whatever reason.”

CAPACITY CRISIS 

Of the 2,451 children who need homes in Harris 
and Fort Bend counties in March, 1,465 children 
were placed in homes within county lines and 
709 were placed in other counties within Region 

6—which encompasses 13 counties in southeast 
Texas. An additional 293 children had to be placed 
in foster homes outside the region due to a lack 
of internal resources, and five children did not 
receive a placement—all of which were from Harris 
County—according to DFPS data.

In addition to weakening family relationships, 
relocating a child outside his or her county hinders 
the normalcy of a child’s life, which is a top priority 
for foster care agencies, said Leshia Fisher, Child 
Protective Services regional director for DFPS.

“When children are not placed in their home 
areas, it impacts them in a multitude of ways—
they are suffering losses in family connection, lost 
friendships, losses in educational outcomes, and 
most importantly, the negative impact it has on their 
overall emotional stability,” she said.

Officials said a surplus of foster-to-adopt fami-
lies—or people whose motivation is to adopt and 
not foster short term—and a narrowness of foster 
preferences, such as which age groups, genders 
and ethnicities a family will accept, exacerbate the 
statewide crisis.

When children cannot be placed in foster homes 

within their own counties, they are placed in homes 
within that child’s respective region—if avail-
able—or anywhere in the state. If a home cannot be 
located, a child can be placed in a shelter for up to 
30 days or in a residential care center, depending on 
the child’s behavior. 

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT

Aside from fostering, officials listed other ways 
residents in Harris and Fort Bend counties can 
help: preparing meals for foster families, donating 
clothing and personal items for children, getting 
approved as a babysitter for foster children and 
volunteering with related organizations. 

Between the two counties, there were more than 
1,300 private agency foster homes in March, accord-
ing to DFPS. More than 1,800 of the 2,007 children 
in Harris and Fort Bend counties needing homes in 
March were placed in private homes.

“We simply need more foster parents to help 
support the children who are removed from the 
county,” Fisher said. “Everyone has to realize this is 
a problem that affects all of us, and as such, we will 
need to have a community response.”

COMMUNITY

“WE SIMPLY NEED MORE FOSTER PARENTS 
TO HELP SUPPORT THE CHILDREN WHO ARE 
REMOVED FROM THE COUNTY. EVERYONE 
HAS TO REALIZE THIS IS A PROBLEM THAT 
AFFECTS ALL OF US, AND AS SUCH, WE WILL 
NEED TO HAVE A COMMUNITY RESPONSE.”

—LESHIA FISHER, CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES  
REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR DFPS

SOURCE: TEXAS DEPARTMENT 
OF FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE 

SERVICES/COMMUNITY 
IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

 COUNTIES WITHIN  
REGION 6

16.3% Placed in homes in the county

68.5% Placed outside county, within region

15.2% Placed outside region

0% Without placement 

Montgomery 
County

Total foster 
children 

178

7.1% Placed in homes in the county

78.6% Placed outside county, within region

14.3% Placed outside region

0% Without placement 

walLer 
County

Total foster 
children 

28

33.6% Placed in homes in the county

48.7% Placed outside county, within region

17.6% Placed outside region

0% Without placement 

fort bend 
county

Total foster 
children  

119

According to the most recent statistics published by the Texas Department of Family 
and Protective Services, about 34 percent of all foster children in Fort Bend County 
between March 1 and April 7 were able to find foster homes within county lines. In 
Harris County, 61 percent of foster children were placed in homes within the county.

61.1% Placed in homes in the county

27.9% Placed outside county, within region

10.8% Placed outside region

0.2% Without placement 

Total foster 
children  

2,332

Harris 
County

F I N D I N G

FA M I L I E S

MONTGOMERY  
COUNTY

HARRIS 
COUNTY

FORT BEND 
COUNTY

WALLER 
COUNTY

NOW HIRING!
Starting pay is $14.00-16.00/hour

Full Benefi ts available on your fi rst day of employment

High school diploma or GED required. EEO.

Travel to customer sites in the Waste and 
Recycling Industry to conduct audits of all 

vehicles in fl eet in preparation for follow on 
installation of 3rd Eye products and equipment

Apply at doveresg.com

PRODUCT SUPPORT 
TECHNICIAN

25% 
OFF

YOUR FIRST 
basic cleaning
NEW CLIENTS ONLY.

EXP 6/28/17

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE
281-599-0029 | 281-415-1492

cshmaidservice.com

• Kitchen & Bathroom Service
• Deep Cleaning Services
• Move In/Out Cleaning

• Basic Cleaning Service
• Hourly Service

Give your family a 
Clean Sweet Home
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Katy Mills fire station to break ground
BY DANICA SMITHWICK 

Katy Fire Department will soon 
break ground on a second station near 
Katy Mills. 

After major flooding in April 2016, 
city officials chose to relocate Station 
2 from the original planned site near 
Kingsland Boulevard and Pin Oak 
Road to Bell Patna Drive and Katy 
Mills Circle. Land for the new station 
was secured for roughly $1 million, 
which came from both the city’s 

general fund and a bond referendum 
that passed in 2014. 

“The original spot that had been 
picked out was just not going to 
work as far as the deployment of 
resources,” Katy Fire Chief Russell 
Wilson said. “Based on [Insurance 
Services Office] recommendations, we 
had to be in a certain area to optimize 
response times.”

Wilson said it was difficult to 
acquire land in such a quickly 

Katy Fire Department plans to open a second station after Station 2 was relocated in 2016.
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City of Katy begins design process to 
expand wastewater facility in 2018 

BY ANNA DEMBOWSKI

The city of Katy is planning an 
estimated $3 million expansion of its 
wastewater treatment facility with 
construction set to begin in 2018. 
While the city’s existing facility is a 
few years from reaching capacity, city 
Engineer David Leyendecker said the 
city wants to stay ahead of growth.

“I would estimate that we have 
about three years [until the plant 
reaches capacity] with the growth the 
way it is now,” he said.

The existing facility can handle up 
to 3.075 million gallons of wastewater 
daily but averages only about 60 per-
cent of that capacity, officials said. 

“We’ve got plenty of capacity,” city 
Administrator Byron Hebert said.

Based on criteria from the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Qual-
ity, the city must begin the design pro-
cess for a plant expansion when the 

CITY NEWS

Existing plant averages 60 percent capacity, officials said
existing facility’s three-month average 
flow reaches 75 percent capacity, Ley-
endecker said. 

“The city of Katy has always tried 
to stay ahead of this [expansion] 
schedule to insure that problems don’t 
arise,” he said.

Design for the expansion is about 
25 percent complete and is expected 
to be finished in two to three months, 
Leyendecker said. He added that the 
city could receive its permit for the 
expansion within 60 days from the 
TCEQ, pending any public comments.

“We’ll be ready to bid the project 
probably in the first quarter of 2018, 
probably January or February,” he said. 
“It will take probably eight to 10 months 
to build that phase of the plant.”

The plant expansion—which will 
allow the city to process 3.9 million 
gallons total of wastewater each 
day—comes at no additional cost to 

current taxpayers, Leyendecker said. 
Rather, developers pay a share of the 
expansion cost through an impact fee 
charged for each lot or commercial 
facility being built out.

“Growth pays for growth,” Hebert 
said. “As a [community] comes 
in, they need to pay if we have to 
expand any of our water or any of 
our sewer [facilities].”

Katy last expanded its wastewater 
treatment plant in 2005 as part of a 
multiphase project beginning in the 
1970s, Leyendecker said. 

Although the city is preparing for 
growth, the wastewater capacity is 
closely monitored, Leyendecker said.

“The wastewater operators keep a 
tally on [water flow] monthly, so we 
look at [capacity] every month,” he 
said. “It’s not going to sneak up on 
us.”

According to Katy city officials, the 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality outlines when a municipality 
must expand an existing wastewater 
treatment plant. 

F   llowing

developing area, but negotiations 
were made and infrastructure reloca-
tion is underway to accommodate the 
new station. 

Although Station 2 is in the design 
phase, Wilson said the process of 
approving agenda items regarding the 
new facility is still ahead. Once the 
crews break ground, construction on 
the facility should be completed about 
one year later, he said. 

“If you don’t get water on the seat 
of the fire within a few minutes, that 
room basically heats up to the com-
bustible temperature, and then what 
happens is … usually not survivable,” 
Wilson said. “[A second station] will 
allow us to get more fire suppression 
personnel on the scene to keep that 
from happening in a quicker way.”

Since taking on his position more 
than one year ago, Wilson said the 
department has updated its computer 
aided dispatch system and digitized 
outdated equipment for increased 
response time. 

Newly elected Mayor Chuck 
Brawner was instrumental in updating 
apparatuses during his time on City 
Council, according to Wilson. 

“I think there were some people 

concerned that if citizens were south of 
the railroad tracks, they were in more 
danger because of slow responses or if 
a train happened to be on the tracks,” 
he said. “That’s completely false. In 
fact, we can respond within three to 
four minutes between [KFD], ESD 48 
and Willowfork [Fire Department].” 

Wilson said he has recently applied 
for multiple grants for the department. 
The federal Staffing for Adequate Fire 
& Emergency Response grant could 
bring in as many as 16 new firefighter 
positions for the new station. Secur-
ing this grant would save taxpayers 
millions of dollars, he said. 

“Since I’ve been here in the last 
year, we have also roughly doubled 
our number of full-time paramedics,” 
he said.  “I implemented a policy 
where our preferred recruits are both 
certified firefighters and certified 
paramedics. If not, I have them agree 
to become a paramedic.” 

The fire department’s ISO rating is 
a 2—with 1 being the best and 10 being 
the worst. To maintain that rating, 
officials must open a second station 
by 2023. ISO consultants evaluate 
water systems, dispatching systems 
and response times.

3.9M

60%

75%

90%

When the plant reaches 90 
percent capacity for three 

consecutive months, 
design plans must be 
complete and financing 

must be available for the 
plant expansion.

When a plant reaches 75 
percent of its permitted 

flow for three consecutive 
months, likely to occur 
in two to three years, the 

municipality begins the 
design process to expand 

its wastewater plant.

The city of Katy’s 
wastewater 

plant receives about 60 
percent of its permitted 
daily flow. The city has 

begun the design process 
for a plant expansion.

With an expansion, Katy’s daily wastewater 
capacity will increase from 3.075 million 
gallons to 3.9 million gallons in late 2018. 

SOURCE: CITY OF KATY/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER
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Vann, Doyal and Lacy win Katy 
ISD board races in May 6 election

KATY ISD   Ballots have been counted and the unof-
ficial winners of the three contested races for  
Katy ISD board of trustee positions were 
announced May 6. Results were based on the 
24,046 votes cast in early voting and on election 
night, according to the district. Final results were 
canvassed as of May 15 with winners sworn in.

CITY & COUNTY

Katy Council Member Chuck Brawner elected as Katy’s next mayor

KATY   According to unofficial 
results, Chuck Brawner and 
James Mendez were elected to 
the positions of mayor and City 
Council Ward B, respectively, in 
the city of Katy on May 6.

Brawner, who formerly served 
as Katy’s City Council member 
representing Ward A, received 
60.6 percent of the vote, or 1,019 
total votes, in the race for mayor. 

Opponent Hill Adams finished 
with the second-most number of 
votes with 38.7 percent, or  
651 total votes, while Steve 
Jurovic finished with just 0.7 
percent, or 12 total votes.

Mendez, the incumbent, 
received 51 percent of the vote 
in his victory for the race for 

Ward B, or a total of 478 votes. 
Meanwhile, opponent Kayse Ken-
dall Johnson finished with 33.7 
percent, or 316 votes, and Jessie 
Campbell finished with 15.3 per-
cent, or 144 votes.

Results were canvassed as of 
May 15.

Brawner said his top priorities 
include improving mobility, 
implementing flood protec-
tion strategies and controlling 
growth.

“I want to continue to have 
appropriate growth and not over-
tax the city,” he said. “We need 
to be able to control expansion. 
We have $17 million worth of 
road projects either underway or 
on the books to be done.”

Mendez said he decided to 
run for re-election because he 
wanted to finish what he started 
as a council member, including 
both short-term and long-term 
projects related to infrastructure 
improvements.

“Most of my fondest childhood 
memories are here in Katy. I love 
this city,” he said. “I have the 
honor of four years as the peo-
ple’s representative in local gov-
ernment and have been listening 
to and fixing their concerns.”

Council members serve two-
year terms. J. Gary Jones ran 
unopposed for Ward A. Council 
members Durran Dowdle and 
Steve Pierson will be up for elec-
tion in May 2018.

News from the city of Katy and Katy ISD� COMPILED BY SHAWN ARRAJJ, AMELIA BRUST AND WENDY CAWTHON

Brawner prioritizing mobility, growth while James Mendez re-elected to City Council
Two incumbents, one newcomer take seats 
as trustees  sworn in  to new roles May 15

POSITION 3

POSITION 4
MAYORAL RACE CITY COUNCIL WARD B

POSITION 5
MEETINGS

Katy City Council: Meets the second 
and fourth Monday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. The next scheduled 
meetings are May 22 and June 12. 
City Council Chambers,  
910 Avenue C, Katy 
281-391-4800 • www.cityofkaty.com

Fort Bend County Commissioners 
Court: Meets the first, second, and 
fourth Tuesdays of the month at 1 
p.m. Its next scheduled meetings are 
May 23, June 6 and June 13. 
500 Jackson St., Richmond 
281-341-8608  
www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Harris County Commissioners 
Court: Meets at 10 a.m. on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of the 
month. Its next meetings are May 
23 and June 13. 
1001 Preston Ave., Ste. 938, Houston 
713-755-5113  
www.harriscountytx.gov

For instant coverage of these meetings, follow us on Twitter: @impactnews_kty
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Steve Jurovic

60.6% 
Chuck 

Brawner
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James 

Mendez*

60% 
Bill 
Lacy

41% 
Carlos 
Young
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Henry 
Dibrell*
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Jesse Campbell
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Candace 
Perkins
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Hill 
Adams
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David Velasquez

*Incumbent

*Incumbent

33.7% 
Kayce  
Kendall  
Johnson

57% 
Ashley 
Vann*

59% 
Courtney 

Doyle*

23922 Cinco Village, Center Blvd #123
Katy, TX 77494

Contact me for all your Real Estate needs!

23922 Cinco Village, Center Blvd #123
Katy, TX 77494

©2016 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed to Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated. If your prop-

erty is currently listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers.

LINDA LEIBY
281-610-8644

Linda.Leiby@garygreene.com
www.LindaLeiby.com
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Now Open in Fulshear

FM 1463 at Cinco Ranch Blvd.

If it’s urgent to you,  
it’s urgent to us.
Now there’s a new option from one of Houston’s 
acknowledged healthcare leaders. Introducing 
Memorial Hermann Urgent Care. Walk in and get the 
care you need when you need it – without the wait.

EVEN MINOR 
INCIDENTS 
DESERVE MAJOR 

ATTENTION

Open Daily: 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Walk-ins welcome

memorialhermann.org/urgentcare
Online Check-In Now Available

Carefree, maintenance-free 
retirement living is coming to the 
greater Katy area, near Westpark 
Tollway and Grand Parkway. 
Imagine all the conveniences of 
upscale restaurants, shops and 
medical care in the heart of  
Parkway Lakes just minutes  
from Cinco Ranch.

 

You have a wide choice of private 
apartment styles for independent 
living at The Delaney at Parkway 
Lakes. There’s also assisted living 
and memory care offered 
in the on-site neighborhoods of 
Hamlets at The Delaney.

Call (877) 730-3559 or visit  
our Information Center: 
22167 Westheimer Parkway, 
Suite 145
Katy, TX 77450

Opening Summer 2017

Ask 
about our 
Founders 

Club!

TheDelaneyatParkwayLakes.com
21700 Bellaire Blvd.  |  Richmond, Texas  77407

Senior Living That’s Close to Everything, 
But Far From Ordinary.

“You’re going to love The Delaney at Parkway Lakes!”

Available for a limited time, membership 
offers many perks and financial advantages.
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MEETINGS

Stan C. Stanley Elementary School renamed April 24

New district bond advisory committee underway

Trustees approve future Katy ISD salary increases

Construction approved for KISD’s 41st elementary

KATY ISD    Trustees unanimously 
voted at the April 24 board meeting 
to approve renaming Stan C. Stanley 
Elementary School to Stan C. and 
Patsy Stanley Elementary School. 

Patsy Stanley, a 34-year educator, 
is involved in several area organiza-
tions including the Katy Area Retired 
Educators. She also volunteers often 
at Stanley elementary.

Her husband, Stan Stanley, the 
elementary school’s first namesake, 
died last year. After the vote, trustees 
spoke about Patsy Stanley, including 
board President Rebecca Fox.

“When Stan passed we all said, 
‘Why isn’t Patsy’s name on the 
school?’” Fox said. “I’m glad we got 
to correct that here tonight.”

Supporters from Stanley elemen-
tary were also in attendance at the 
meeting and voiced their support for 
the change. 

“You are always available for us,” 
Fox said. “You have the energy of the 
Energizer bunny, and you’re always 
saying yes to events.”

Stanley elementary opened in 
August 2009.

KATY ISD    The district held its first bond 
advisory committee meeting April 4 
to begin the process of deciding what 
to include in the district’s next bond 
package. The meeting is the first of 
approximately 12 planned for the 
150-member committee.

The district is developing a new 
bond as a response to the rapid 
growth in the area, Katy ISD Superin-
tendent Lance Hindt said in a video 
statement.

Meeting attendees were shown 
presentations by Hindt regarding the 
history of KISD bond referendums as 
well as given a crash-course on pub-
lic school finance by Chief Financial 
Officer Chris Smith.

Michelle Hughes, president of TM 
Strategy & Design Group, will serve 
as facilitator for the committee. 

“Without a process in place, a 
large group can encounter difficulty 
when there are so many conflicting 
viewpoints in a room,” Hughes said. 
“My role is to help them converge on 
quality decisions.”

Hughes also served as facilitator for 
the 2014 bond committee responsible 
for developing the controversial  
$748 million bond package resulting 
in the construction of six new schools 
as well as the new Legacy Stadium. 
The bond was the largest amount 
passed in district history and solic-
ited the largest voter turnout of the 
nine bond elections, according to 
district documents.

KISD previously held four edu-
cation summits in March to collect 
community feedback for the district’s 
next strategic design plan.

KATY ISD    The school board unani-
mously approved a salary increase 
April 24 of $1,800 per employee for 
the 2017-18 school year. This amounts 
to a 3.16 percent average pay increase 
for teachers and a 3 percent average 
increase for non-teachers, according 
to the board. 

“Three percent is nowhere near the 
amount [teachers] deserve, but we’re 
grateful we’re able to do more this 
year than we did last year,” board 
President Rebecca Fox said.

The increases are planned for the 

district’s fiscal year 2017-18 budget, 
which has not yet been approved. 

Last year the board approved a  
1 percent increase for both teacher 
and non-teacher pay ranges for the 
2016-17 school year, according to 
district documents. The starting pay 
for a Katy ISD teacher with a bache-
lor’s degree is $50,500 with the scale 
increasing up to $73,330 based on 
experience.

In February, Fort Bend ISD raised 
the starting teacher salary to $53,000 
for the 2017-18 year from $50,500.

KATY ISD    Board members approved 
a proposal by unanimous vote for 
the construction of a new elemen-
tary school at their April 24 meeting. 

The school will be the 41st elemen-
tary school in Katy ISD, according to 
district documents. The board will 
purchase a 13-acre property from 
NASH FM 529 LLC with a total acqui-
sition cost not to exceed $1,557,270. 

The original design allocation of 
$850,000 for the school was passed 
as part of the 2014 district bond.

News from Katy ISD� COMPILED BY IMANI MCGARRELL
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EDUCATION NOTES

Katy ISD
Meets the third and fourth Monday of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. The next meetings are 
May 22 and June 19.

Board Room, Education Support Complex,
6301 S. Stadium Lane
Katy • 281-396-6000
www.katyisd.org

The Katy ISD board of trustees and superintendent stand with Patsy Stanley (front center).
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(281) 676-4913
ashworthlandscapes.com

PROVIDING QUALITY AND PROFESSIONAL LAWN & LANDSCAPING SERVICES AT REASONABLE PRICES. 

4 FREE 
MOWS
WITH NEW SERVICE

INSURED • ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

CERTAIN CONDITIONS APPLY. 
CALL FOR DETAILS. 

PLEASE MENTION THIS AD

Servicing zip codes 
77450, 77494, 77094

Product availability may vary by store location. The use of Apple Inc. logos or trademarks does not represent an affiliation with, or endorsement 
or sponsorship by Apple Inc. of Experimac, Experimac Franchising, LLC or United Franchise Group. Apple ®, iMac®, MacBook®, Mac ®, iPhone ® 
and iPad ® are registered trademarks of Apple Inc. Each Experimac is independently owned and operated. 90 day guarantee includes a repair or 
replacement at the discretion of Experimac.

21788 Katy Freeway, Suite 750
Katy, TX 77449

281.394.9995

Save up to 60%

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED APPLE® 
COMPUTERS & DEVICES

over original big box retailers
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AT THE CAPITOL Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature� COMPILED BY EMILY DONALDSON

UPDATES FROM YOUR LOCAL LEGISLATORS Here is an overview of activity from  your area elected 
officials on various legislation so far this session.

NEWS AND NOTES 
FROM THE CAPITOL
Community Impact Newspaper and The Texas Tribune have 
established a partnership to share essential updates during the 
85th legislative session. The Texas Tribune is the only member-
supported, digitally focused, nonpartisan news organization 
that informs and engages with Texans about public policy, 
politics, government and statewide issues.

Compiled by Ayan Mittra

Budget update

•	 The Texas House endorsed its version of the state budget 
April 7. The House vote included using $2.5 billion from 
the state’s savings account, commonly known as the Rainy 
Day Fund. On March 28, the state Senate approved its own 
budget plan. Representatives from both chambers are 
meeting to work out the differences in the plans. 

Public education

•	 On May 3, the House approved a major overhaul of a 
rating system that would give schools and districts grades 
between A and F. Also on May 3, the House approved a bill 
that would pare back the number of required standardized 
tests. On April 19, the House passed House Bill 21, its 
leading school finance bill, which would inject an extra $1.6 
billion into the state public education system. The Senate 
Education Committee on April 18 discussed a bill that would 
radically simplify the state’s school finance formula. 

“Sanctuary” jurisdictions

•	 The Texas Senate on May 3 voted to send to Gov. Greg 
Abbott a bill that would ban “sanctuary” jurisdictions in 
Texas and allow police to inquire about the immigration 
status of people they lawfully detain.

Cyberbullying

•	 The state Senate on May 3 unanimously approved a bill 
dubbed “David’s Law” that’s aimed at curbing teen suicides 
by cracking down on cyberbullying.  

Ride-hailing services

•	 The Texas House on April 19 backed a proposal that 
would override local regulations concerning ride-hailing 
companies like Uber and Lyft.

The “bathroom bill”

•	 A Texas House committee heard testimony April 20 on a 
bill that would ban municipalities and school districts from 
enacting or enforcing trans-inclusive bathroom policies. 
On March 15, the Texas Senate approved Senate Bill 6, 
which would require people to use the bathroom in public 
schools, government buildings and public universities that 
matches their “biological sex.” The legislation would also 
reverse local nondiscrimination ordinances. 

VISIT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/CAPITOL FOR MORE INFORMATION

SEN. JOAN HUFFMAN

R-Houston • Elected: 2008
joan.huffman@senate.state.tx.us

Huffman was appointed to sit on the 
Senate and House budget conference 
committee, a role she held in the 2015 
session, and will work to reconcile the 
multi-million dollar difference between 
the two budget drafts.

REP. CECIL BELL JR.

R-Magnolia • Elected: 2014
cecil.bell@house.texas.gov

Bell joined 130 fellow representatives 
in approving the House draft of the 
budget. The budget draft will continue 
on in a conference committee between 
the Senate and House for further 
negotiations. 

REP. MIKE SCHOFIELD

R-Katy • Elected: 2014
mike.schofield@house.texas.gov

Schofield voted for an amendment on 
HB 39, which seeks to solve problems 
within Texas' CPS system, that would 
prohibit vaccines for children in CPS 
temporary custody. The amendment 
was approved in a close vote.

SEN. LOIS KOLKHORST

R-Brenham • Elected 2014
lois.kolkhorst@senate.state.tx.us

Kolkhorst's Senate Bill 6, which regulates 
bathroom use based on gender of a 
person at birth, has been in the House 
for more than a month without a 
committee assignment. Lawmakers are 
wondering when it will be.

REP. JOHN ZERWAS

R-Richmond • Elected: 2007
info@johnzerwas.com

Zerwas, the chair of the House 
Appropriations Committee, was named 
to the House and Senate budget 
conference committee. He will co-lead 
the group in negotiating changes for 
one final budget. 

Follow reporter  
Emily Donaldson — 

@EmilyJDonaldson—on 
Twitter or search #CITxLege  
for live legislative coverage 

throughout the session.

QUOTE OF NOTE

“I’M HOPEFUL WE CAN AGREE TO A 

BUDGET ON HOW WE FUND IT BY THE 

END OF MAY. OTHERWISE WE’LL BE IN 

A SPECIAL SESSION.” 

—LT. GOV DAN PATRICK ON THE BUDGET PROCESS

NUMBER TO KNOW

44 Gov. Greg Abbott used 44 vetoes 
in the 2015 session. Abbott can 

veto a bill up to 10 days after it reaches his 
desk or within 20 days after the end of the 
session. He can start using this power in May, 
as legislation gets passed by both chambers.

FOLLOW US

1 The House budget would allocate 
$42.1 billion on public schools and 

advocate for $1.5 billion more for public 
education through school finance reform. 
The Senate’s proposal also allocates $42 
billion to public schools but would cut the 

state’s overall portion by $1.8 billion.

2 The House reduces the current 
amount allocated to border 

security—$800 million—to a proposed 
$653.1 million. The Senate matches the 
current expenditure with another budget 

line of $800 million.

3 The House will take money from the 
state’s Economic Stabilization Fund 

or Rainy Day Fund to shore up the budget. 
The House’s proposal would take $2.5 
billion from the RDF. The Senate’s budget 
draft does not touch the it, which has 
more than $10 billion currently.

things to know about the Senate and House budget proposals3

FOLLOW LIVE COVERAGE ONLINE
 
Keep up with ongoing activity at the Texas Capitol by following 

Texas Legislature reporter Emily Donaldson via Twitter—   
@EmilyJDonaldson—or search #CITxLege  for live legislative 

coverage throughout the session.

Get live coverage via our “Latest from the Lege” blog at  
communityimpact.com/capitol.

Dental implants are changing the way people live! With them, 
people are rediscovering the comfort and confi dence to eat, 

speak, laugh and enjoy life.

TITO MOLINA, DDS
4031 FM 1463 Suite 99, Katy, Texas 77494

281-394-9400
www.canyonlakesdentistry.co

Ask about 
all-on-4™, same 
day teeth and 

implant supported 
dentures.

FREE IMPLANT CONSULTATION & CT SCAN 
($400 VALUE) Some restrictions may apply. Call for details. Payment Plans Available:  Carecredit , Lending Club 

BALANCE, COMFORT AND FUNCTION
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Updates from the 85th Texas Legislature�

State voter ID changes come amid federal rulings

BY EMILY DONALDSON

In the middle of the House Elections 
Committee’s regularly scheduled hear-
ing April 10, a federal judge handed 
down an especially pertinent decision 
declaring that Texas’ 2011 voter identi-
fication legislation was passed with a 
discriminatory intent.

In 2016, the 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled the law had a discrim-
inatory effect on minority voters. The 
court declined to rule at the time on 
the law’s intent, waiting until mid-
April to do so.

As if the meeting were scheduled 
with this ruling in mind, the House 
Elections Committee reviewed an 
updated voter ID law to address the 
5th Circuit’s rulings.

“We had this court ruling that 
literally happened here while we are 
sitting here on the dais,” Chairwoman 
Jodie Laubenburg, R-Parker, said.

The piece of House legislation 
presented was authored by Rep. Phil 
King, R-Weatherford, and mirrors the 

legislation passed in the Senate by 
Sen. Joan Huffman, R-Houston, earlier 
in the session.

The proposed law requires voters 
to use photo identification in limited 
forms, including a driver’s license, 
U.S. military ID card, U.S. citizenship 
certificate, handgun carry license or 
U.S. passport.

Should a voter not be able to obtain 
one of these ID forms, he or she could 
present other forms of ID with a signed 
affidavit stating a reasonable imped-
iment. These forms include a govern-
ment document showing the name and 
address of the voter, a copy of a current 
utility bill, a bank statement, a govern-
ment check, a paycheck or a certified 
copy of a domestic birth certificate.

If a voter lies about his or her 
circumstance, that person could be 
charged with a third-degree felony, 
which carries a sentence of two to 10 
years in prison. A prosecutor must 
prove that a voter intentionally lied 
about his or her impediment.

Appeals judge: Texas intentionally discriminated in 2011 legislation

Rep. Celia Israel, D-Austin, said she 
did not understand the reasoning for 
such a harsh penalty.

“The overwhelming reason if there 
is voter fraud is not because someone 
impersonated someone else,” she 
said.

Brantley Starr, deputy first assistant 
attorney general, said proving intent 
would be the most challenging part of 
the proposed law.

In response to the April court ruling, 
Starr said the Texas Attorney General’s 
office has yet to appeal the ruling.

Can I see your
The Texas Legislature is revising the 
state’s voter ID law amid court rulings that 
deemed existing requirements unnecessarily 
hinder some voters. Here is an overview of proposed 
changes from the previous voter ID legislation being examined this 
session:

SOURCE: TEXAS LEGISLATURE ONLINE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Offering mobile voter 
registration units

Allowing voters younger 
than age 70 to use 
identification expired up  
to two years

Allowing voters age 70 and 
older to use any acceptable 
form of expired identifi-
cation

Allowing anyone to use 
expired identification of any 
timeframe if the voter also 
signs an affidavit claiming a 
reasonable impediment

AT THE CAPITOL

LaCenterra at CinCo ranCh 

PRESENTED BY

4:30 - 9:30 PM 

LACENTERRA.COM
West Campus 

4th of July Celebration !
Tuesday, July 4th
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LEADING MEDICINE IN OUR COMMUNITY

• Cancer

• Emergency

• Gastroenterology

• Heart and vascular

• Imaging

• Internal medicine

• Labor & delivery

• Neurology and neurosurgery

• Orthopedics

• Primary care

• Spine

• Sports medicine

• Transplant

• Urology

• Weight management

• Wellness

• Women’s health

18500 Katy Frwy.  
Houston, TX 77094
houstonmethodist.org/west
832.522.5522

Houston Methodist West Hospital is honored to serve the growing West 

Houston, Katy and surrounding communities by providing the high quality 

standard of care you and your family deserve.

Services and Specialties:
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W   hen Burton Wolfe was 10, he 
made a request to the principal 

of his elementary school. He wanted 
to rent out the school’s auditorium for 
a performance.

“Ever since then I’ve been in love 
with theater and putting on shows,” 
Wolfe said. 

He now translates that love into his 
work as executive and artistic director 
of World Theater. The facility, located 
at 1012 S. Mason Road, has been open 
for 14 months. Services offered include 
a performing arts academy with dance 
classes, as well as summer camp and 
rental space for events. 

Wolfe runs the business with Law-
rence Wong, director of operations. The 
pair have been working together for 
more than 15 years. Before working in 
theater, Wong held leadership posi-
tions at several hotel chains, including 
Sheraton Hotels and J.W. Marriott. 

Several years prior to his work at 

World Theater, Wolfe served as the 
national director of productions and 
events for the United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emergency Fund.

Wolfe and Wong originally became 
friends while living in New York City. 

In addition to in-house perfor-
mances, Wolfe said he and Wong have 
worked to bring culturally diverse 
performances —the theater’s special-
ity— to the Katy community. Last year, 
the company organized a performance 
by the Shenzhen Lily Choir at Alief 
High School. Shenzhen, China, is a 
sister city to Houston.

“After that performance the superin-
tendent said to me, ‘This is remarkable 
because these high school kids will 
know that they can relate to people their 
age from another country,’” Wolfe said.

World Theater has put on 11 shows 
since opening. The first show at the 
theater was a “Katy’s Got Talent” 
talent show to gauge the talent in the 

community, Wong said. The company 
partnered with the Katy Area Cham-
ber of Commerce for the event and 
offered a roundtrip flight on Singapore 
Airlines as the top prize. 

The main auditorium seats around 
300 people, and the space is also 
rented out by a local church. Other 
shows put on by the theater include 
“Sister Act,” “Miss Saigon,” “My Fair 
Lady” and “West Side Story.” 

Wolfe, who is a speech and theater 
professor at Houston Community Col-
lege, has written original productions 
from a variety of cultural themes. 
He also writes bilingual musicals in 
Mandarin, Vietnamese and Japanese. 
Focusing on different cultures is 
important because it shows human 
beings’ similarities, Wolfe said.

“We’re all brothers and sisters,” 
Wolfe said. “If we can understand 
each other’s culture, we can under-
stand each other as people.”

BY IMANI MCGARRELL

1: Lawrence Wong (left) and Burton Wolfe  run World 
Theater in Katy. 2: World Theater produced a per-
formance in September of “West Side Story.” 3. The 
theater brought “Sister Act” in March to the Katy area.

World Theater

1012 S. Mason Road, Katy 
832-552-5115 
www.worldtheater.us 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. -10 p.m.

World Theater
Venue fosters cultural unity through musical theater productions
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BUSINESS FEATURE

World Theater is home to a variety of fine 
arts productions in Katy. Here are a few 
upcoming community events:  

•	 Broadway musical summer camp 
(Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast”):  
June 12-23

•	 Musical theater camp: June 26- July 7
•	 Creative mind development  

summer camp: June 5-16, July 3-14
•	 Get ready talent contest camp:  

July 17-21, July 24- 28, July 31- Aug. 4
•	 International themed musical theater 

summer camp: 
•	 “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice:” June 19-30
•	 “The Fire Dragon:” July 10- July 21

UPCOMING EVENTS  
AND PERFORMANCES

2

RESIDENTIAL |  LUXURY HOMES |  COMMERCIAL |  ACREAGE |  PROPERT Y MANAGEMENT |  LEASING 

CALL US TODAY AT

281-220-2100
*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATEDVISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

CELEBRATING

18 YEARS IN KATY!

22762 WESTHEIMER PKWY., SUITE 430 
KATY, TEXAS, 77450

6630 FM-1463, SUITE A500
FULSHEAR, TEXAS  77441

SERVING TWO LOCATIONS 
NEAR YOU:
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*This offer is available only to buyers signing a new home sales contract from Bridgeland approved builders from 3/20/17 through 5/31/17. The offer provides a $2,000 Visa Gift Card for new homes purchased during the promotional timeframe. Some restrictions 

may apply. No substitutions will be permitted. A registration form must be obtained from the builder’s sales office prior to signing the new home contract. After the closing, the buyer must make arrangements with the Bridgeland Welcome Center to redeem the 

$2,000 Visa Gift Card. Closing must occur by 12/31/17. Each recipient will be required to fill out a W9 for tax purposes prior to receiving the gift card. Homes within Bridgeland are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with The Howard Hughes 

Corporation (HHC) or any of its affiliates, companies or partnerships. Neither HHC nor any of its affiliated companies or partnerships guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifications subject to change.

The best move you’ll ever make.

Purchase a new home in Bridgeland from March 20-May 31 and receive $2,000 toward moving 

costs.* Feel more connected in Bridgeland with miles of trails, countless outdoor activities and a 

sense of community unlike any other. Find out why so many families call Bridgeland home.

For more information, visit Bridgeland.com/BigMove

To make your move even better, enjoy $2,000 on us.*

Homes from the $230s to $1 million+

17bridel3082_12_SpringPromotion_CI_HP_9.1837x5.5416.indd   1 3/14/17   11:58 AM

Life without AFib

UTPhysicians.com

Learn more about the minimally invasive Wolf Mini-Maze
and its track record of positive outcomes at one of the
FREE Seminars.

Saturday, May 20 at 9 a.m.
OR

Saturday, June 24 at 9 a.m.

Light breakfast will be served
Courtyard by Marriott Houston/Katy Mills
25402 Katy Mills Parkway
Katy, TX 77494

To register, call: 877-900-AFIB (2342)
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Life with AFib.pdf   1   5/9/2017   12:57:54 PM

YOUR FIRST WAX
IS ON US.*

*This fab offer expires 5/16/16
First-time guests only. Guests must reside
in state where redeemed. Not valid for all
services. Additional restrictions may apply. 
Visit waxcenter.com for complete details.

SPRING INTO  
A GORGEOUS 
ADVENTURE.FREE

WAX 
OFFER COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

16225 IMPACT WAY STE. 1
PFLUGERVILLE, TX 78660

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

COMMUNITY IMPACT
NEWSPAPER

USPS Regulations require that this address label be delivered with 
its accompanying postage paid mail. If you should receive this card 
without its accompanying mail, please notify your local postmaster.

waxcenter.comeuropeanwax

MISSOURI CITY  /  832 539 1822
5930 Texas 6  /  Next to Taco Cabana

READY. SET. GLOW! 

Come in, relax and take advantage of our 
complimentary wax for first-time guests.* 
We look forward to pampering you.

WOMEN: Free Bikini Line, Eyebrow or Underarm to leave  
you silky smooth. Upgrade to a Bikini Brazilian for $23.50.

MEN: Free Eyebrow, Ear or Nose to spruce you up.

9743_MissouriCity_Postcard.indd   2 3/16/16   2:17 PM
waxcenter.comeuropeanwax

MISSOURI CITY  /  832 539 1822
5930 Texas 6  /  Next to Taco Cabana 

READY. SET. GLOW!

Come in, relax and take advantage of our
complimentary wax for first-time guests.*
We look forward to pampering you.

WOMEN: Free Bikini Line, Eyebrow or Underarm to leave
you silky smooth. Upgrade to a Bikini Brazilian for $23.50.

MEN: Free Eyebrow, Ear or Nose to spruce you up.
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FANCY A 
FREE WAX?
KATY - NORTH FRY ROAD / (281) 492-0048
1821 N. FRY ROAD STE. 185 / KATY, TX 77449 
NORTH OF I-10 IN KROGER SHOPPING CENTER

*First time guests only. Must present valid Texas ID. Additional restrictions may apply.

KATY - THE SHOPS AT THE RESERVE | 832 323 9299
1708 Spring Green Boulevard | STE 185
WAXCENTER.COM | europeanwax

NOW OPEN
YOUR FIRST WAX
IS ON US.*

*This fab offer expires 5/16/16
First-time guests only. Guests must reside
in state where redeemed. Not valid for all
services. Additional restrictions may apply. 
Visit waxcenter.com for complete details.

SPRING INTO  
A GORGEOUS 
ADVENTURE.FREE

WAX 
OFFER

BOOK ONLINE NOW
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K  aty residents have a taste of the 
Mediterranean at the tips of 

their fingers.
Kunafa+ Cafe & Grill opened its 

doors March 2016 and has been 
enticing patrons ever since with its 
authentic cuisine, which consists of 
homemade wraps, flatbreads, grilled 
lamb, homemade sauces and kunafa 
dessert.

Palestine native and owner Mike 
Agel left information technology 
management for his culinary passion 
about two years ago. The self-taught 
chef said one customer literally 
jumped up and down inside the 
restaurant when she got her first taste 
of kunafa—the cafe’s namesake—
which is  a sweet but light dessert that 
features homemade cheese.

“The lady that jumped up and down 
is now a regular customer, and she 
orders kunafa every week,” Agel said. 

BY ROSEMARY SMITHKunafa+ Cafe & Grill
Local restaurant brings authentic Mediterranean eats to Katy
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DINING FEATURE

1: Gyros are made with a beef and lamb mix, 
tzatziki, tomatoes, lettuce and onions and served 
with fries ($6.99). 2: Mike Agel owns and oper-
ates Kunafa+ Cafe and Grill. 

2

WHAT IS KUNAFA?
Kunafa is a flavored dessert made with specialty 
cheese, topped with buttery shredded dough, 
sprinkled with cracked pistachios and sweetened 
with syrup.

Kunafa+ Cafe & Grill

5205 S. Mason Road, Katy 
832-321-5947 
www.kunafaplus.com 
Hours: Mon. hours vary, Tue.-Thu., Sun. 
noon-8 p.m., Fri.-Sat. noon-9 p.m.

N
S. FRY RD.

S. M
ASON RD.

99
TOLL

“It gives me a sense of accomplish-
ment and makes me very happy to see 
people’s reactions when they first try 
my food.” 

Besides kunafa, the cafe’s most 
popular menu items include the 
mixed grill, which features lamb, 
chicken and beef skewers seasoned 
with a unique blend of Mediterranean 
spices that took years to create. Other 
popular eats include gyros filled 
with tender beef and a tzatziki sauce. 
Falafel served in a pita bread pocket is 
also a customer favorite. 

“Everything we have is made from 
scratch–even the sauces like garlic 
and hot sauce–and that makes the 
food stand out too,” he said. “We’ve 
had people tell us we should package 
and sell our sauces but I don’t have 
time, so we tell people they can enjoy 
it at our restaurant.”

Besides tabbouleh, Greek salads, 

hummus and tzatziki, appetizers 
range from grape leaves to kibbe. The 
grape leaves are stuffed with cracked 
wheat and vegetables, then simmered 
with olive oil and lemon juice for three 
to four hours. 

Kibbe is made from a combination 
of cracked wheat, ground beef, pine 
nuts, onions and spices deep-fried 
together for a unique blend of flavors.

Agel said one of his favorite menu 
items is the lentil soup made with his 
family’s original recipe. 

“I got the recipe from my grand-
mother, but it has been passed down 
through generations,” he said. 

Besides spending time with his 
wife and children, Agel said sharing 
the food he grew up with in Palestine 
makes him happy. 

“Food is one of the joys of life, so 
when you give that to people, it’s a 
joyful thing,” Agel said. 

Jamie McMartin, CNAS
Real Estate Consultant • Preferred Relocation Specialist

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce

It’s a Katy T hing!s a Katy s a Katy T hing!
...and we love it!
KATY’S TOP PRODUCING REAL ESTATE GROUP
4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating

* out of 520 clients surveyed

281.961.5161 | 3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450
www.TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com | Jamie@TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com

™
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The Best of  
    Small Town Life

NEW BUILDER!

A warm country life with  
all the modern conveniences
Upscale amenities and country living are not usually mentioned  
in the same sentence, much less found right outside your door.  
And who ever heard of great restaurants and shopping in walking 
distance of deep creek beds and gorgeous vistas?  But when you live at 
Fulbrook on Fulshear Creek, that’s what you get — now more than ever.

   Walk or bike to Downtown Fulshear
   Improved access to big city conveniences via FM 1093 expansion
   Brand new high school and junior high in Lamar CISD
   Beautifully crafted models PLUS new builder Newmark Homes
   Pools, fitness center and another playground on the way

(281) 346-3076        FulbrookHomes.com

WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT OUR  
WELCOME CENTER TODAY.

5005 Lodge Lake Drive, Fulshear, Texas 77441
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A  nnie Khan said she is trying to 
change people's perceptions 

about burgers with her organic halal 
restaurant OMG! Burger. Khan opened 
the restaurant in December with her 
sister, brother-in-law and husband. 
Although this is her first location in 
Katy, Khan said she is not a stranger to 
the restaurant business. She previ-
ously owned a burger restaurant in 
Dallas. After selling it to a new owner 
so she could move closer to family in 
Houston, she knew she wanted to try 
again. 

“This time we wanted to make 
everything more healthy and fresh 
with a better quality of ingredients,” 
Khan said. 

In fact, nothing is frozen and 
everything is made to order at her 
restaurant, Khan said. The patties are 
formed fresh every day, and the french 
fries are cut daily. The guacamole and 
pico de gallo are made in-house as 
well.

Although halal food is largely an 
ethnic custom, Khan said more and 
more Americans are turning to the 
practice as a healthier alternative. 

“It’s not just Indian or Muslim 
communities anymore,” Khan said. 
“People are starting to realize this can 
be an option for everyone that wants 
to eat healthy. There are so many halal 

burgers in the south side [of Houston], 
but we wanted something more acces-
sible for our local community.”

Halal is a form of slaughter that 
mandates an animal must be alive and 
healthy before death, and the animal’s 
blood be drained from its body after 
it is killed. Halal meat includes beef, 
lamb, and poultry, according to BBC. 

 “We specifically make halal burgers 
because most of our Muslim commu-
nity cannot go and have McDonald’s 
or any other fast-food joints,” Khan 
said. 

Other types of halal food can range 
from pizza to Chinese food to gyros. In 
addition to halal meat, the restaurant 
also offers grass-fed beef and organic 
vegetables. Everything on the menu 
is free of hormones and antibiotics, 
Khan said.

OMG! Burger offers a daily happy 
hour as well as several gluten-free and 
vegetarian options. Delivery is avail-
able through mainstream websites, 
such as GrubHub and Uber Eats. 

Khan and her sister work together in 
the restaurant every day as well as her 
brother-in-law, who works frequent 
shifts. She also manages the store with 
her husband.

“This time it’s a family-run opera-
tion,” Khan said. “It’s something that 
my sister and I wanted to do together.”

OMG! Burger
Restaurant brings first halal burgers to Katy

BY IMANI MCGARRELL

OMG! Burger

1230 N. Mason Road, Ste. 800, Katy 
281-717-4545 
www.txomgburger.com  
Hours: Mon.-Thu.: 10:30 a.m. -9:30 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat.: 10:30 a.m. -10:30 p.m.,  
Sun.: noon -8 p.m.
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FIRST LOOK

Three dishes to try

The OMG! stack burger comes with two 
beef patties topped with melted American 
cheese, OMG! sauce, and organic lettuce, 
onions, pickles and tomatoes.

An order of OMG! fries contains a stack of 
fresh-cut french fries covered in shredded 
cheddar cheese, OMG! sauce, Sriracha 
sauce, cabbage, kimchi and green onion. 
The fries are topped with finely diced 
cilantro and a fried egg.

The spicy jalapeno burger features a beef 
patty topped with pepper jack cheese, 
sauteed onions, bell peppers, jalapenos and 
lettuce, all topped with a spicy green sauce.

OMG! stack burger ($8.99)

OMG! fries ($6.99)

Spicy jalapeno burger  
($6.99)

Annie Khan (left)  and her sister Nina (right) work together in their restaurant OMG Burger.

We Cater to Cowards

23530 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 120 • Katy, TX 77494 • 281-396-4635 • www.katyfamilydentalgroup.com

$500 OFF INVISALIGN
*New Invisalign patients only. Must present coupon at the time of service. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Invisalign treatments start at $5500. 6/25/2017

INVISALIGN FOR YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY

BEFORE AFTER

We Clean!
You Grill For Healthier, Safer Grillinr, Safer Grillinr g

We Are Houston’s Premier 
 BBQ & Grill Cleaning Service! 

Our Jobs Are 
“Always Well Done!”

Summer
Special

May not be combined with any other offer.
Expires 6/24/17

BBQ CleaningBBQ Cleaning
Sir Sizzle

281-203-0880
SirSizzleBBQCleaning.com
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At Marine Military Academy, we work hard ... and play hard! Make the most of your son’s summer and 
send him to our four-week adventure camp. Every day, he’ll participate in challenging but exciting 
military activities and sports that will build his fitness, confidence and self-motivation! Boys from 
across the nation and around the world line up for MMA Summer Camp! Register your son TODAY!

MMA SUMMER CAMP
JULY 1 - 29, 2017

MMA-TX.ORG/SUMMERCAMP »» 956.423.6006
MMA Summer Camp  »» A Military Adventure Camp for School Boys Ages 12-18 »» MMA / 320 Iwo Jima Blvd. / Harlingen, TX  78550

FITNESS. CONFIDENCE. MOTIVATION!
NOW REGISTERING FOR MMA SUMMER CAMP

Tuesday, June 6 @ 7 p.m. »»  Marriott West Loop by The Galleria
Wednesday, June 7 @ 7 p.m. »» Courtyard Houston Sugar Land
Tuesday, June 13 @ 7 p.m. »» Courtyard Houston Katy Mills
Wednesday, June 14 @ 7 p.m. »» Courtyard Houston Pearland

NOW ENROLLING FOR SUMMER  CAMP

To attend a FREE presentation near you,
RSVP at admissions@MMA-TX.org.

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. 
Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2017 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA87641)

Home is a cherished place for your entire family. 
At David Weekley Homes, we balance livability with outstanding design so you can enjoy 
the lifestyle you want. Our FlexSpaceSM options let you easily transform any room to suit 
your interests. Our collaborative approach to creating your dream home will inspire you to 
live life to the fullest. That’s The Weekley Way!

David Weekley Homeowners 
Nico, Steven, Steve, Matteo & Mariella Sajkowski 

Elyson • From the $320s
281-249-7802
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T  he cities of Katy, Sugar Land, and 
Rosenberg have their own animal 

shelters, but for the nearly 775 square 
miles of unincorporated Fort Bend 
County, animals are sent to a separate 
facility. Fort Bend County Animal 
Services, located at 1210 Blume Road, 
Rosenberg, has seen its animal intake 
and euthanasia rates drop as adoption 
and rescue rates have increased the 
past three fiscal years, according to 
shelter data.

The facility’s biggest need is space, 
but Director Rene Vasquez said greater 
outreach and social media efforts have 
helped get more animals adopted.

“That’s what we’ve been doing for 
the past few years, and I mean it has 
really been working well; it’s just the 
dogs—the animals don’t stop coming 
in,” he said.

Strays are the most common arrivals 
at the shelter, Vasquez said. The shel-
ter primarily takes cats and dogs plus 
some exotic animals, such as snakes 
and iguanas, Community Involvement 
Coordinator Barbara Vass said.

The shelter’s euthanasia rate 
dropped by about 63 percent between 
fiscal year 2013-14 and FY 2015-16, and 
the adoption rate more than doubled 
in that time. Rescue numbers also 
grew by about 32 percent from  
FY 2013-14 to FY 2015-16, but the rate 
of redemptions—lost animals who are 
reclaimed by their original owners—
fell by nearly 27 percent.

“People don’t think of us to come 
and look for their dog,” Vass said.

Vasquez said the shelter started 
holding animals longer to reduce the 

euthanasia rate.
“We continue keeping [them] here, 

but we promote. And we do [adoption] 
specials,” he said. “You name the 
special, it’s on.”

Emergency situations, such as 
the three confirmed distemper cases 
that were discovered at the shelter in 
April, require any help available. On 
April 26, the shelter put out a plea on 
social media to relocate 80 dogs while 
the facility could be sanitized. As a 
result, 10 people volunteered to foster 
animals, Vass said. 

The facility’s resources have under-
gone some changes in 2017, and more 
are expected. The shelter also gained a 
full-time veterinarian in February and 
a full-time veterinary technician in 
January, Vass said.

The county also plans to expand the 
facility with a new 5,976-square-foot 
building with 35 new kennels. 

The project's request for proposal 
also includes program spaces such 
as a vet office and surgical suite, an 
intake area, a cat area with a quar-
antine room, food preparation and 
storage space, and a birthing room, 
among other needs, according to the 
county’s Purchasing Agent website.

The county estimates it would cost 
about $900,000 to construct the new 
building, which will be located on 
the south side of the existing shelter’s 
parking lot. Vasquez said he expects 
it would be complete in spring or 
summer 2018.

“It’s in the works,” Vasquez said. 
“It’s going to happen. It just takes 
time.”

Fort Bend County  
Animal Services
Shelter lowers euthanasia rate, plans expansion

BY AMELIA BRUST

Fort Bend County Animal Services

1210 Blume Road, Rosenberg 
281-342-1512 
www.fortbendcountytx.gov/index.
aspx?page=422

Hours: Mon.-Tue., Thu.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Wed. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat 10 a.m.-
2 p.m.; closed Sun.

A
M

E
LI

A
 B

R
U

ST
/C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 IM

PA
C

T 
N

E
W

SP
A

P
E

R

B
LU

M
E

 R
D

.

B
A

M
O

R
E

 R
D

.

69

529

N

1

1: Rene Vasquez, Fort Bend County 
Animal Services director (left) and 
Community Involvement Coordinator 
Barbara Vass are seen with Bodie.

OVER THE YEARS

GOVERNMENT

59

2017 BY THE NUMBERS YTD

850 370 180
Adopted Rescued Redeemed

350
Number of 

euthanizations1,700
Total pets 

taken in

Fort Bend County Animal Services has seen its intake and euthanasia rates drop over the past three 
fiscal years, and the numbers of adopted and rescued animals have risen in that time, according to staff.
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SOURCE: FORT BEND COUNTY ANIMAL SERVICES/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

23930 Westheimer Pkwy, Suite 115
Katy, TX 77494

832.437.4937 | katy.wbu.com

NOW OPEN 
IN KATY

Attract All 
the Birds
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BOARDING AND DAY CARE

Camp Bow Wow
1515 Vander Wilt Lane, Katy
281-849-3647
www.campbowwow.com/katy

Rover Oaks
24250 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
346-444-1493
www.roveroaks.com

Waggin’ Tails Pet Ranch
7631 Katy Fulshear Road, Fulshear
281-533-0500
www.waggintailspetranch.com

Canine Country Club
1440 Katy Gap Road, Katy
281-693-3647
www.mycaninecountryclub.com

Dog’s Day Inn
1711 Westgreen Blvd., Katy
281-994-8026
www.mydogsdayinn.net

Katy Kennels
27227 Highway Blvd., Katy
281-391-7387
www.loveonaleash.net

Top Dog Grooming
402 West Grand Parkway South 
832-437-2975

Pawty Palace
1402 East Ave, Katy 
 281-392-7452
www.pawtypalace.wixsite.com/pawtypalace

RETAIL

Natural Pawz
2717 Commercial Center Blvd., Katy
281-394-9164
www.naturalpawz.com

Patsy’s Pet Market
1644 S. Mason Road, Katy
832-437-0401
www.patsyspetmarket.com

The Pet Shed
281-665-8209
www.thepetshedkaty.com

Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming
1510 W. Grand Parkway South, Katy 
832-437-5313
www.woofgangbakery.com

VETS & CLINICS

All Pets Animal Hospital
24221 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
281-392-7387
www.apah24.com

Brixton Pet Health
4611 FM 1463, Katy
832-913-3800
www.brixtonpet.com

Highland Knolls Veterinary Hospital
Katy Area Veterinary Medical Group
20920 Highland Knolls Drive, Katy
281-398-1551
www.katyvet.com

Old Town Animal Hospital
1750 Avenue D, Katy
281-392-8387
www.oldtownanimal.com

Pet Medical Center of Katy
6455 S. Fry Road, Ste. 105, Katy
281-392-7544
www.petmedicalkaty.com

Spring Green Pet Clinic
Katy Area Veterinary Medical Group
10705 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 400, Katy
281-398-1551
www.katyvet.com

VCA Kelliwood Animal Hospital
960 S. Fry Road, Katy
281-492-2780
www.vcahospitals.com

The WellPet Center
5910 FM 1463, Katy
281-394-2355
www.thewellpetcenter.com

PET-FRIENDLY RESTAURANTS

*Dogs must be on a leash

No Label Brewing Co.*
5351  First St., Katy
281-693-7545
www.nolabelbrew.com

Baker St. Pub & Grill
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
713-830-1858
www.bakerstreetpub.com

Dish Society*
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
281-394-7555
www.dishsociety.com

Midpoint bar + eatery
20920 I-10, Katy
281-829-3749
www.midpointbar.com

Texas Mesquite Grill
20095 Katy Freeway
281-829-0444
www.texasmesquitegrill.com

There are plenty of ways to care for a four-legged friend in Katy. From pet-friendly 
restaurants to veterinary services, Community Impact Newspaper has complied a list of 
local places to ensure pets are healthy and happy. This list is not comprehensive. 

GUIDE A noncomprehensive guide to locally and nonlocally-owned pet-friendly businesses in the Katy area

Dog days of summer

Fido’s Home Pet Inn & Spa
6840 South Mason Road, Ste. 100
832-730-7366
 www.fidoshome.com

DOG PARKS

City of Katy Dog Park
5414 Franz Road, Katy
281-291-4840
www.cityofkaty.com

Paul D. Rushing Dog Park
9114 Katy Hockley Road, Katy
281-496-2177
www.pct3.com/parks/rushing-park/

Millie Bush Dog Park
16756 Westheimer Parkway, Houston
281-496-2177
www.pct3.com/dog-parks/#millie-bush-dog-
park

GROOMING

Bubble Buddies Grooming
3760 S. Mason Road
Katy • 281-391-9483
http://on.fb.me/1r51B4S

Clip N Tails
1831 N. Mason Road, Katy 
281-347-2888
www.clipntailskatytx.com

Cute & Sassy Grooming Salon
1340 Pin Oak Road, Katy 
832-437-1580
www.cuteandsassygrooming.com

Jenni’s Posh Pets
515 S. Fry Road
Katy • 832-284-3033
www.facebook.com/jennisposhpets

Happy Tails Grooming
873 S. Mason Road W. , Ste. 330, Katy 
281-574-4314 
www.doggroomingkaty.com

Bubble Buddies Grooming

Camp Bow Wow
COMPILED BY IMANI MCGARRELL   DESIGNED BY ANYA GALLANT

Patsy’s Pet Market

G U I D E

KATY 2017
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Download a PDF of this guide at www.communityimpact.com/guides-gallery

Microchips add an added measure of identification and safety 
for pets. A microchip is a small electronic chip that is inserted 
underneath a pet’s skin. The chips come with a unique number 
that owners can register with their contact information.

The city of Katy animal control department 
only has jurisdiction inside the city limits. The 
city’s animal control department updates its 
website daily with incident reports and photos 
of animals in the shelter. Outside the city limits, 
animal control is overseen by the animal control 
departments in Waller, Harris, and Fort Bend 
counties. Pet owners can contact animal control 
directly to ask about lost or found pets.

Microchipping 101 Resources for lost pets

Resources for owners of lost pets in Katy include 
Special Pals and Citizens for Animal Protection. 

•	 Citizens for Animal Protection 
17555 I-10, Houston 
281-497-0591 
www.cap4pets.org

•	 Special Pals 
3830 Greenhouse Road, Houston 
281-579-7387 
www.specialpalsshelter.org

Social media groups are also another 
great way for Katy pet owners to locate 
four-legged friends. Facebook groups 
and pages for local lost pets include:

•	 Cinco Ranch Area Lost  
& Found Pet Network 
www.facebook.com/groups/CRLostPets

•	 Katy Lost Pets 
www.facebook.com/KatyLostPets

•	 Katy, Texas Lost and Found Pets 
www.facebook.com/
KatyTexasLostAndFoundPets

•	 Lost & Found Pets of Katy, TX 
www.facebook.com/Lost-Found-Pets-of-
Katy-TX-1442352735805265

SOURCE: AMERICAN VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

•	 City of Katy Animal Control 
25839 I-10, Katy 
281-391-4740 
www.katyanimalcontrol.com

•	 Fort Bend County Animal Services 
1210 Blume Road, Rosenberg 
281-342-1512 
www.fortbendcountytx.gov/index.
aspx?page=422

•	 Harris County Animal Control 
612 Canino Road, Houston 
281-999-3191 
www.publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/ 
about/organization/vph

•	 Waller County Animal Control 
979-826-8282 
www.wallercountytexassheriff.org/animal-
control

Veterinarians and clinics scan for a microchip 
when lost pets are brought in. If a chip is 
registered with owner contact information, he 
or she will be contacted by the clinic or shelter. 

52% 38%
of microchipped dogs are 

returned to their owners
of microchipped cats are 
returned to their owners

Microchips are permanent 
and have an average lifespan 
of over 25 years.

The average cost 
of installation is

While microchipping is 
considered safe, the AVMA 
reported cases of cats and 
dogs developing tumors 
at the site of injection. It 
may also be ineffective if it 
migrates inside the body.

Concerns

Microchip databases are online and 
can be updated with any changes in 
address or contact information.

$45

ANGLIA, PULTE & WESTIN HOMES from the $200swillowcreektexas.com

Now is the time to Spring into your NEW Home in a Willow Creek Farms!
Willow Creek Farms is a gorgeous community offering quiet country charm and natural beauty
with close proximity to everything Katy has to offer. Located in the highly acclaimed Katy ISD with
easy access to the Grand Parkway, you’ll love our lush walking trailsand parks,
full recreation center, olympic style pool, and splash pad.

One visit and you’ll absolutely cherish living in Willow Creek Farms.

I-10W exit Pederson Rd and go left on Pederson Rd.
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CLARANN MCCOY
713.882.3600

MARTHA CLARK
832.256.6118

BRENDA TAQUINO
713.825.8773

CHRISTINE DUNCAN
713.882.0990

JULIE PICKETT
713.444.7099

JANICE IRELAND
NEW KATY OFFICE  
SALES MANAGER  

281.620.8427

KELLY CHAMBERLAIN
281.633.1669

KATY OFFICE
28818 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Suite 140 | Katy, Texas 77494 

281.574.0900

heritagetexas.com

1

2

3

930 Chinquapin Pl.1.

27510 Windcrest Key Ln.     2.

26103 Allenford Ct.  3. $379,900

$439,000

$550,000
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Fort Bend Regional 
Council on Substance 
Abuse reaches out

Local senator's bills target county departments of education

FORT BEND  For more than 40 
years, the Fort Bend Regional 
Council on Substance Abuse has 
provided counseling and outpa-
tient programs to county resi-
dents who experience substance 
abuse.

In addition to its regular pro-
grams, the council leads the Fort 
Bend Community Prevention 
Coalition with members of the 
business, law enforcement, faith, 
health and civic communities.  
The coalition held its annual 
drug symposium April 20 at the 
Missouri City Community Center.

“Whereas we work directly 

with kids, the coalition works at 
a community level developing 
laws and policies,” Prevention 
Program Director Bob Conlon 
said.

The nonprofit began in Rosen-
berg in 1976 with adult-only 
programs, according to Laura 
Jenkins, director of program com-
pliance. She said the council’s 
adult program has grown from 
about 150 people in its first year 
to almost 543 people in 2016.

The council has staff at Access 
Health in Richmond and at the 
Texana Center in Rosenberg as 
well. In the 1980s the council 
expanded to include youth pro-
grams that are now held in 40 
schools in Fort Bend ISD, Lamar 
CISD and Stafford MSD.

“The need was recognized 
because, I’m sure many of the 
people—this is my guess—many 

of the people who came in had 
children, and the schools asked 
for our help,” Jenkins said.

In total, the council reaches 
about 45,000 students per year 
through its youth programs, 
Conlon said. The nonprofit also 
holds three summer camps. 

Frank Perkins, a youth preven-
tion counselor, works with mid-
dle and high school students and 
said when the 12-week program 
starts, teens are typically hard to 
reach.

“Because the information we 
talk about gets personal, and so 
you’re the stranger, in so many 
words,” Perkins said, adding  
some learn to open up. “I’ve seen 
kids who were very skeptical at 
the very beginning then become 
very large butterflies [by] the end 
and don’t want you to go.”
FULL STORY BY AMELIA BRUST

EDUCATION

NONPROFIT

CY-FAIR   Sen. Paul Betten-
court, R-Houston, filed three 
bills this session that could 
affect the Harris County 
Department of Education. The 
most extreme, Senate Bill 1167, 
proposes abolishing county 
departments of education in 
counties with a population of 
at least 3.3 million.

SB 1166 calls for the review 
of county departments of 
education in counties with 
a population of 4 million or 
more. The bill, co-authored by 
Sylvia R. Garcia, D-Houston, 
calls on the Texas Sunset Advi-
sory Commission, the state 

commission that analyzes the 
performance of and need for 
certain agencies, to determine 
if a specific county depart-
ment of education is no longer 
needed. 

HCDE serves 25 school 
districts, including Cy-Fair 
ISD, offering services from 
early childhood through adult 
education. 

Locally, Bettencourt said the 
Region 4 Education Service 
Center—which serves Cy-Fair 
ISD and 18 other districts 
across Harris County in 
addition to 30 others in Bra-
zoria, Chambers, Fort Bend, 

Galveston, Liberty and Waller 
counties—already serves the 
same purpose as HCDE. 

“There’s duplication with 
Region 4 already,” he said. 
“Let’s do a complete full sun-
set review and find out what 
duplication exists.” 

Region 4 services include 
professional development, 
behavior support, special 
education, transportation 
and information technology 
solutions, among others.

However, officials with 
CFISD said the department 
serves an important purpose.

By offering shared service 

BETTENCOURT’S
Sen. Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston, has filed bills in the state Legislature 
that would affect the Harris County Department of Education.

would eliminate the taxing authority of 
county boards of education in counties with a 
population of at least 3.3 million. 

calls for the Texas Sunset Advisory Commission 
review of county departments of education in 
counties of 4 million people or more.

would abolish county departments of 
education in counties of 3.3 million people or 
more by Sept. 1, 2017.  

SB 646

SB 1166

SB 1167

SOURCE: TEXAS LEGISLATURE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

BILLS

arrangements, HCDE pro-
vides districts with a dollar’s 
worth of services while only 
spending 20 cents, accord-
ing to Nicole Ray, assistant 

superintendent of communica-
tion and community relations 
at CFISD. 
FULL STORY BY 

DANICA SMITHWICK

5%8% 5%

47%29.5%42%28%

Numbers may not equal 100 percent due to the category of 
multiple substances used.

PRIMARY DRUGS OF USE REPORTED 
BY FORT BEND REGIONAL COUNCIL ON 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE CLIENTS

SOURCE: FORT BEND REGIONAL COUNCIL ON SUBSTANCE ABUSE/ 
COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

4%

1.8%

2015

12%5.8%2.2%

11%5%

2016

Marijuana            Alcohol            Cocaine  

Multiple primary substances  

Other            Methamphetamine            Opiods*
*OPIOIDS WERE REPRESENTED IN CLIENTS USING MULTIPLE SUBSTANCES.
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UNLOCKING
building codethe

The permitting process in Harris 
County requires business owners to 
work through two important reviews 
before opening. Businesses handling 
food and beverages must also obtain 
health department approval.

The plan covers underground 
utilities, water, stormwater drainage, 
pavement, driveways, detention 
facilities and sanitation. Consultants 
are allowed to help for this step.

SOURCE: HARRIS COUNTY ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER 

This covers fire code and emergency safety plans and 
ensures proper alarms and extinguishers are in place.

B
Business owners make 
suggested corrections 
and resubmit the plan. 
This step has no time 
limit.

C
After another two-week 
review, if everything is up 
to code, the plan will be 
approved. If it is not approved, 
the plan is resubmitted.

D E
When the plan is 
approved, engineers 
set up payments for 
permits. Payments 
may vary depending 
on the building site.

After all the other steps 
are completed, businesses 
handling food and 
beverages must obtain a 
food permit from Harris 
County Public Health.

A
During a two-week review 
process, engineers will 
comment on what must 
be done to meet all 
related codes.

1 Submit a civil site plan

Submit a fire and life safety review

Both documents are reviewed for approval

2

E
X

IT

with the Fort Bend County fire mar-
shal’s office, said projects submitted 
to his office are typically reviewed and 
approved or denied within 10 days. 

“If a code compliance issue is dis-
covered during the review, a phone 
call is made to the contact person for 
the project and they are advised of 
the issue,” he said. “If no response is 
made to correct the issue[s], then the 
design documents are denied permit 
and a rejection letter is provided to the 
submitting company.”

Matheson said he has not heard 
any complaints from local businesses 
regarding the timeliness of the con-
struction plan approval process, and 
his team is available to discuss projects 
and issues throughout the process. 

Shawn Sturhan, assistant man-
ager of the permit office for the Har-
ris County Engineering Department, 
said his department works to ensure 
commercial development is not nega-
tively affecting a neighborhood. These 
measures range from traffic flow and 
flood prevention outside the business 
to making sure fire extinguishers and 
emergency exits are properly marked 
inside. 

“It’s important because if you’re 
opening a new business, the public is 
going to be entering there,” he said. 
“Whether it’s employees or customers, 
we check for building life safety so the 
people inside are going to be safe.” 

OBTAINING A PERMIT

Before opening a new business in 
Harris County, individuals must work 
with the Engineering Department to 
ensure the building is up to code, fire 
safety regulations are in place and 
health inspections, among others, are 
passed. 

Once a business owner submits 
site and safety plans, he or she goes 
through a two-week review process 

with the county. Officials then return 
the plans with notes on what needs to 
be done to meet all codes and receive 
final approval. 

“We are pretty strict on our two-
week reviews,” Sturhan said. “Some-
thing that could take reviews long[er] 
is if [applicants] don’t address com-
ments or make a correction [but] it still 
doesn’t meet code. We can’t approve 
something that doesn’t meet code.” 

Building and fire code staff receives 
about 20 submissions daily, some of 
which are entering the second or third 
round of review, Sturhan said. The 
department also permits about 200 
lease spaces every month, so not all 
assignments are new buildings. 

Harris County Fire Marshal Mike 
Montgomery said, for many busi-
nesses, the fire inspection is the final 
step before occupancy. However, any-
one who offers food or beverages must 
also request a food permit from Harris 
County Public Health before opening. 

The applicant must submit an appli-
cation, plan, menu and fee to HCPH, 
said Deanna Copeland, manager of 
food and neighborhood nuisance 
abatement for HCPH. The HCPH must 
complete its review within four weeks 
of receiving the application. After the 
review, a request for a preopening 
inspection must be submitted 10 days 
before the desired inspection date. 
Applicants have one year to complete 
their portion of the process, she said. 

Obtaining the food and beverage 
permit is not more difficult or time-con-
suming than obtaining other permits, 
but it creates additional opportunities 
for mistakes and delays in the process, 
several business owners said. 

OPENING DELAYS HURT BOTTOM LINE

Pari Natarajan, owner of Koldprezz 
in Katy, said his organic and raw juice 
shop was set to open in December, but 
permitting delays pushed that date 
back to February. 

“The juice promotes a health lifestyle, 
and [in the] new year, people want to 
get more into fitness centers, and they 
want to try something new,” he said. 
“Asking someone to start something 

new in the middle of February is a big 
lost marketing opportunity.”

Many delays stemmed from a lack 
of communication between entities, 
including Harris County’s permitting 

 CONTINUED FROM 1

©2017 Arrow Plumbing Co. | Licensed by the State of Texas | BBarnes #MP8957 

$35
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Offer expires 06/30/2017. Limit 1 per household. Cannot 
be combined with other offers. Does not apply toward Diamond 
Club Membership purchase or service minimum. Only valid on 
work done. Must Be Presented at Time of Service. 
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PLUMBING SERVICE
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24-Hour emergency service 
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Many businesses make the same mistakes when going through the permitting and 
inspection process. However, resources are available among experienced business 
owners, chambers of commerce and community colleges to help guide business owners 
through the process of opening a new business in unincorporated Harris County.

Locked or blocked exits

Overcrowding

Unpermitted renovations or 
expansions

Improper storage and poor 
housekeeping

Blocked fire lanes or fire lanes 
not marked

1  Get to know the area where the business 
will be located. 

2  Find a contractor who is familiar with the 
permitting requirements for the location 
and the type of business being opened.

3  Communicate with local chambers of 
commerce and other business organizations 
whose members have experience in the 
region.

4  Talk to other business owners in the area 
about their experiences.

5  Investigate community business 
programs such as those offered at Lone 
Star College System's Small Business 
Development Center.

1  Not applying for a permit 
or submitting an application 
with incomplete or incorrect 
information 

2  Failure to complete 
the permit process before 
beginning construction 

3  Not requesting a final 
inspection

4  Incomplete fire protection 
systems or lack of system plans

5  Making construction 
changes without approval

SOURCES: HARRIS COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE, 
MYESHI BRILEY/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

Tips for success Mistakes to avoid

 Advice  from the  

EXPERTS

COMMON reasons   for 
FIRE INSPECTION 

FAILURE
The Harris County Fire Marshal’s 
Office identified reasons that 
businesses owners fail their annual 
fire inspection in the county.

department, health department and the 
local water district, according to Natara-
jan.

This is unavoidable for anyone 
opening a new business. For local 
entrepreneurs, Natarajan said paying 
several entities on top of losing several 
months of business could be devastat-
ing to local entrepreneurs. 

Natarajan said the officials who 
inspected the shop had no standard 

for businesses like Koldprezz. Because 
the building is old and had existing 
plumbing lines, he thought the health 
department inspection would be easy. 

Making and bottling fresh juices 
on-site requires minimal equipment, 
but Natarajan said officials asked about 
heating ranges, vent hoods, grease traps 
and other unnecessary equipment. This 
caused nearly two months of delay. 

“Those things are not serving any 
For more information, visit   
communityimpact.com.

purpose,” he said. “They told me, ‘We 
don’t know what will be the future use 
of this building.’ But I’m paying rent 
for [the juice bar], I’m not paying rent 
for the future use of the building.” 

Other local business owners were 
unwilling to speak on the record but 
said Harris County did not file their 
permitting paperwork properly, which 
caused delays of up to six months. Poor 
communication was the top reason 
given for delays, according to sources. 

Sturhan said business owners can 
submit reviews online, download cop-
ies of approved plans and pay for per-
mits via credit card, he said.

“Our main goal here is public safety,” 
Sturhan said. “We’re not trying to stop 
development or make it hard to open 
a business. The sooner I can get you 
meeting code and open for business, 
the sooner you’re out of my hair.” 

CITY OF KATY

Don Huff, owner of two Papa Mur-
phy’s locations in Katy, said his expe-
rience under the city of Katy’s permit-
ting department was a positive one. 

“Even though the city at times took a 
little while to get some things through the 
system, the permitting for me was actu-
ally OK,” he said. “I actually went back 
and wrote a nice letter to their boss.”

Huff said when he opened his first 
Papa Murphy’s location, he did the 
walk-throughs with permitting officials 
himself, but the second time around, 
he paid his architect to attend facility 
assessments.  

When Huff ran into an issue or some-
thing that could potentially turn into 
a problem, he said the most effective 
way to deal with it was to visit the per-
mitting office and meet with staff face-
to-face. 

“One thing that I found is if they say 
they’re going to come by on a certain 
day, at least the owner needs to be 
there to let them in,” Huff said. “The 
city inspectors would come out there, 

“[INSPECTORS] HAVE A 
LOT OF THINGS GOING 
ON, A LOT OF BUILDINGS 
BEING BUILT OUT IN THAT 
AREA THEY HAVE TO 
COVER.”

—DON HUFF, KATY FRANCHISE  
BUSINESS OWNER

“WE’RE NOT TRYING TO 
STOP DEVELOPMENT OR 
MAKE IT HARD TO OPEN A 
BUSINESS. THE SOONER 
I CAN GET YOU MEETING 
CODE AND OPEN FOR 
BUSINESS, THE SOONER 
YOU’RE OUT OF MY HAIR.”

—SHAWN STURHAN, ASSISTANT MANAGER 
OF THE PERMIT OFFICE OF THE HARRIS 

COUNTY ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

and if you weren’t out there, they’d 
leave a note and come back on a differ-
ent day—maybe the following week.”

Huff said he could understand how 
business owners could grow frustrated 
with the permitting process. Resched-
uling a meeting could cause delays and 
cost more money, and many entrepre-
neurs take out loans to build out a new 
space, he said. 

Some business owners see the pro-
cess as a nuisance—especially when 
the city cannot accomplish everything 
as quickly as they would like, Huff 
said. 

“The number of inspectors that work 
for the permitting department—there 
were not a whole bunch of them,” Huff 
said. “They have a lot of things going 
on, a lot of buildings being built out in 
that area they have to cover.” 
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY VANESSA 

HOLT

F I N E L I V I N G G R O U P. C O M  

B U Y I N G  O R  S E L L I N G  Y O U R  H O M E … C O N T A C T  U S  T O D A Y ! !  

R E S I D E N T I A L ,  C O M M E R C I A L  A N D                         
F A R M  &  R A N C H  

April Maestri 
832.264.5419 

Cynthia Berry 713.705.3047 

Jenny Schneider 
832.247.1402 
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CONTINUED FROM 1

Engineering News-Record magazine is used by construction professionals to follow general construction pricing 
trends. The ENR gathers pricing information for 20 cities across the U.S. to determine an average price for a set 
amount of labor, materials and construction costs. The ENR does not use a dollar amount for pricing estimates 
but rather a cost index to offer a snapshot of general cost trends.

SOURCE: ENGINEERING NEWS-RECORD/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

CONSTRUCTION  TRENDS

COMMON LABOR INDEX

Common labor costs—based on the 
Construction Cost Index—tracks union 
wages plus fringe benefits for laborers.

BUILDING COST INDEX

The Building Cost Index is used to estimate 
costs of a set amount of skilled labor and 
average prices of steel, cement and lumber.

CONSTRUCTION COST INDEX

The Construction Cost Index helps estimate 
costs of a set amount of common labor and 
average price s of steel, cement and lumber.

SKILLED LABOR INDEX

Skilled labor costs—based on the Building 
Cost Index—tracks union wages /benefits 
for carpenters, bricklayers and iron workers.

MATERIALS PRICE INDEX

The Materials Price Index tracks the price 
movement of structural steel, Portland 
cement and two-by-four inch lumber.
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+17.4%

2011-16 TOTAL  
PERCENT CHANGE

+15.8%

2011-16 TOTAL  
PERCENT CHANGE

+14.5%

2011-16 TOTAL  
PERCENT CHANGE

+13.6%

2011-16 TOTAL  
PERCENT CHANGE

+16.7%

2011-16 TOTAL  
PERCENT CHANGE

has constructed projects in the greater 
Katy area, including Katy ISD’s newest 
schools. 

Webber, based in The Woodlands, 
acquired PepperLawson in 2016. 

Over the past five years, the num-
ber of construction workers increased 
14 percent in the Houston/Fort Bend 
County metropolitan area, according 
to U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics data. 
Despite an increase in the number of 
workers, many construction sites are 
understaffed, namely with skilled 
laborers who must have specific certi-
fications or licensing before they can 
perform work. 

“We have been adding workers, 
but companies are saying they aren’t 
the workers they ideally would like to 
have,” said Ken Simonson, chief econ-
omist for the Associated General Con-
tractors of America. 

SUPPLY AND DEMAND 

The shortage is noticeable because 
of the vast amount of construction 
underway and in the pipeline. Steven 
Burch, president and chief operating 
officer of White Construction Co., said 
it comes down to supply and demand.

“Since people have choices and 
there’s a lot of work, prices are going 
up—not because it costs a lot more [for 
materials but] in labor, it definitely 
does—because a lot of the subcontrac-
tors are competing for the same peo-
ple, and the way they get them is they 
pay them more,” he said.

As a result, Burch said many owners 
have to rethink a project’s viability to 
stand up to delays and come up with a 
more realistic time frame and budget.

“When there’s more demand than 
there is supply, [subcontractors] 
can raise the price and [they] can be 
ultraselective about who [they] do 
business with,” he said.

Granato said the construction labor 
force has been looking elsewhere for 
jobs. 

“It seemed like our labor force that 
we use for construction over the last 
20 years here started taking oil and gas 
jobs,” he said. 

After the recent oil and gas down-
turn, however, Granato said he noticed 
workers were coming back to construc-
tion but wanted to be paid more to 
align with the higher pay previously in 
oil and gas. He said it ends up increas-
ing the cost of construction. 

“Now, you’ve got labor [that] is really 
blowing the bottom out of the market,” 
Granato said. 

Bud Walters, a Katy resident, 
owner of Pieper Houston Electric and 

president of American Subcontractors 
Association Houston Chapter, said part 
of the issue is there are fewer skilled 
laborers coming from high schools.

“All mamas want their babies to go 
on to college, but I’ve got a foreman 
electrician making north of $100,000 
a year,” Walters said. “You don’t nor-
mally hear that in high school. We’ve 
lost a great number of kids coming into 
the trades because they’d rather try to 
go through college, and some kids are 
set for college and some aren’t.”

Walters said instead of getting young 
adults at age 18, sending them through 
an apprenticeship program and into 
the career field, he gets potential work-
ers when they are much older. 

Immigration is another piece to 
the puzzle, said Stan Marek, CEO of 
Marek Brothers Systems Inc., a Hous-
ton-based residential and commercial 
construction company. 

“People are using a lot of undoc-
umented labor, and it really hurts 
the good guys that try to do it right,” 
Marek said. “The way they do this [is] 
they don’t hire them as employees, 
they hire them as independent sub-
contractors.”

He said the issue will not be solved 
until Congress passes an immigration 
law that gives the workers a path to 

legal status. 
“If they’re illegal, there’s not many 

places they can go,” Marek said. 
“The workers are being held hostage 
because of their status. They can’t go 
to a legitimate employer. I can’t hire 
those people.” 

What could exacerbate the short-
age are President Donald Trump’s 
immigration policies and the effect 
on Texas’ economy and construction 
industry, Simonson said.

LABOR ISSUES 

The construction industry not only 
struggles with finding skilled workers 
but also with retaining such workers, 
officials said.

According to an AGC survey of 131 
firms in Texas, 32 percent of companies 
had a hard time finding salaried and 
skilled hourly positions, and 27 per-
cent found difficulty in hiring skilled 
hourly positions.

About 51 percent of the firms said 
they would continue to have a hard 
time filling these roles, with 54 percent 
reporting they have had to increase 
base pay and 38 percent had to provide 
bonuses or incentives to workers. The 
biggest concern among these firms—
with 49 percent agreeing—is worker 
shortages.

Bill Farnum, vice president of precon-
struction services for White Construc-
tion, said seasoned construction work-
ers are retiring from the industry.

“There’s not as much interest in that 
profession,” he said. “It’s not the pro-
fession it was 20 years ago. People have 
many more choices for similar pay.”

Chuck Gremillion, the executive 
director of Houston-based Construc-
tion Career Collaborative, which sets 
out to train workers and boost the 
industry, said the skilled labor short-
age is overall extremely complex. In 
Houston, it dates back to about 1982 
with the city’s first oil recession.

Houston was overbuilt after the bust, 
Gremillion said. Construction compa-
nies looked to cut costs and moved away 
from unions, which cost more for labor 
but also trained employees. With a lack 
of training, the skilled workforce then 
retired, creating a labor deficit, he said. 

Additionally, as the industry obtains 
bids by providing the lowest cost for a 
project, companies started employing 
workers as subcontractors who did not 
receive benefits. 

“They were able to cut about 30-35 
percent of their labor expense that 
way,” Gremillion said. “It created a 
race to the bottom, obviously.” 

When more students began going to 
college, the industry looked to undoc-
umented labor to get projects done, he 
said. Since wages have remained stag-
nant, what was once a way to earn a 
middle-class living is not the case any-
more, he said.

“Since the industry wasn’t train-
ing people, it was throwing unskilled 
labor at the problem, which, of course, 
was just adding to the problem,” Gre-
million said. 

CAUSE AND EFFECT

Dead time is a concern for developers 
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CONSTRUCTION OUTLOOK

The Associated General Contractors of America polls contractors each year 
on trends and concerns. In the latest survey completed in December, 131 
Texas firms responded to the survey about what is affecting their firm the 
most, including a shortage of hourly skilled, or craft-worker, positions.

DESIGNED BY ANGIE CALDERON

SOURCE: ASSOCIATED GENERAL CONTRACTORS OF AMERICA/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

HIRING CONDITIONS

DIFFICULTY FILLING SALARIED AND CRAFT-WORKER POSITIONS 32%
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Percentage of Texas contractor firms polled

27%

23%

2%DIFFICULTY FILLING SALARIED POSITIONS ONLY

DIFFICULTY FILLING CRAFT-WORKER POSITIONS ONLY

NO DIFFICULTY FILLING POSITIONS

INCREASE IN PAY/BENEFITS FOR RECRUITING AND RETAINING

OFFER HIGHER BASE PAY 54%

38%

25%

10%PAY MORE OVERTIME

PROVIDE INCENTIVES/BONUSES

INCREASE CONTRIBUTIONS AND/OR IMPROVE EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

13%

13%

CONSIDERING PAY INCREASES AND/OR BENEFITS

NOT CONSIDERING ANY PAY INCREASES OR BENEFITS

BIGGEST CONCERNS

WORKER SHORTAGES 49%

43%

43%

40%

WORKER QUALITY

INCREASED COMPETITION FOR PROJECTS

RISING DIRECT LABOR COSTS 

40%

27%

GROWTH IN FEDERAL REGULATIONS

GROWTH IN STATE AND LOCAL REGULATIONS

24%

20%

RISING SUBCONTRACTOR COSTS

RISING MATERIALS COSTS

Tell us what you think.  
Comment at communityimpact.com.

and business owners alike. The 
increased time to find workers not 
only can set a project back by months—
it also affects company bottom lines 
because they have to pay more to obtain 
workers. 

“They run into unexpected over-
time costs because they couldn’t find 
workers,” Simonson said. “Once [the 
contractor] tells the owner a firm bid, 
they’re stuck with those costs.” 

Farnum said a developer or project 
owner pays for any downtime through 
taxes or rent payments. 

“Just to get a site development per-
mit used to take 90-120 days,” he said. 
“Now if you get one in six to nine 
months, you’re lucky.”

Besides increased labor costs, some 
companies are reporting having to pay 
more for the cost of construction mate-
rials, including steel, copper and alu-
minum, Simonson said.

“What we saw for several years—
2010 to mid-2016—was that the cost of 
goods used in construction, materials 
that wind up in a project and items 
consumed by contractors, that those 
costs were declining on a year-over-
year basis,” he said. “But starting last 
year, they saw an increase.”
ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY OLIVIA 

LUECKEMEYER

SOURCES: CITY OF KATY, HARRIS COUNTY, FORT BEND COUNTY 
FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE/COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED

City of KatyFort Bend 
County

Harris 
County

2013 2014 2015 2016
0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000
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8,000

1,647

174 209
389 397

2,337

1,552

5,601

7,722

5,016

6,734

The number of commercial and 
residential building permits issued 
across Katy, Fort Bend and Harris 
Counties has fluctuated since 2013.

*HARRIS COUNTY DATA FOR KATY-AREA ZIP CODES; 2015  
IS THE MOST RECENT DATA AVAILABLE. 

Spring Over and Find Your New Shea Home.

Cane Island
from the $450s
832-869-4026

sheahomes.com

This is not an offer of real estate for sale, or a solicitation of an offer to buy, to residents of 
any state or province in which registration and other legal requirements have not been 
fulfilled. Pricing does not include options, elevation, or lot premiums, effective date of 
publication and subject to change without notice.  All square footages and measurements 
are approximate and subject to change without notice. Trademarks are property of their 
respective owners. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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4-5 bedroom / 4.5 bath	   4,545 sq. ft.	 $579,900 
Jimmy Franklin	  
RE/MAX Grand� 281-347-2200

5 bedroom / 3.5 bath	 4,204 sq. ft.	 $624,999 
Angela Kraushaar	  
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors� 713-253-5678

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD

Bordered by Grand Parkway to the west, 
Westheimer Parkway to the north and Little Prong 
Creek to the south, Cinco Ranch Cinco Forest 
has access to restaurants and shopping along 
Westheimer and is an approximate 2-mile drive 
from the La Centerra at Cinco Ranch development.

Cinco Ranch Cinco Forest is in Katy ISD, and as 
part of the Cinco Residential Property Owners 
Association, residents also have access to 
swimming pools, tennis courts, parks and The Golf 
Club at Cinco Ranch.

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99

6

10

1093

529

N

Build-out year: 2005

Builders include: David Weekley Homes, 
Perry Homes, Village Homes

Number of homes in community: 419

Square footage: 2,728-5,351

Home values: $398,800-$640,000

HOA dues (estimated): $1,040 annually 

Amenities: swimming pools, tennis courts, 
volleyball courts, parks, trails, golf club, The 
Lake House Community Center

Schools: Williams Elementary School, Beck 
Junior High School, Cinco Ranch High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD	�  1.5166 
Fort Bend County General	�  0.4580 
Fort Bend Drainage	�  0.0160 
Cinco MUD 2	�  0.3400
Fort Bend County ESD 2	�  0.0980 
Willow Fork Drainage	�  0.1850 
Total (per $100 valuation)� 2.6136

$589,963

CINCO RANCH CINCO FOREST 77450 RECENT LISTINGS

Median annual 
property taxes

Median 
home value

$139.00$11,911 77

Median price 
per square foot

Average days 
on the market*

*As of 5/16/17

9 4

Homes on  
the market*

Homes under 
contract*

Neighborhood data provided by Jamie McMartin, CNAS 
Coldwell Banker United • 281-961-5151 • www.coldwellbanker.com

4 bedroom / 3.5 bath	    4,300 sq. ft.	 $650,000 
Ashley Wexelberg	  
Real Broker, LLC� 281-509-3948

4 bedroom / 3 bath	 3,312 sq. ft.	 $423,900 
Rachel Clark	  
Keller Williams Premier Realty� 512-775-4345

4522 Summits Edge Lane

22818 Deforest Ridge Lane

22826 Rachels Manor Drive

4311 Candlewood Park Lane

REAL ESTATE

Price 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

-

AVERAGE PRICE OF HOMES SOLD IN APRIL  2016 VS.  2017

-2.5%

+1.6%

-9.0% -3.4%

+5.4%

ON THE MARKET  (MAY 2017)
Number of homes for sale/average days on the market

Price range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or less - 8/28 1/22 2/16 -

$150,000-$199,999 - 93/38 18/28 13/62 4/90

$200,000-$299,999 2/28 101/51 70/53 107/60 164/47

$300,000-$399,999 11/35 1/115 65/52 70/97 251/60

$400,000-$499,999 14/33 - 23/52 29/86 169/54

$500,000-$599,999 4/6 - 17/49 17/52 81/85

$600,000-$799,999 8/103 - 14/36 10/93 80/69

$800,000-$999,999 12/108 - 2/50 6/182 17/84

$1 million + 3/154 - 8/100 7/94 23/115

MARKET DATA
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THIS IS WHERE
AWESOMENESS 
HAPPENS.

Katy is where you rest and discover
sports like family trampolining.THIS IS WHERE

AWAWA ESOMENESS 
HAPPENS.

THIS IS WHERE
AWESOMENESS 
HAPPENS. Katy Office | 281.579.2300
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Cannot be combined with any other offers, promotions, or discounts.

6

5918318 UNIVERSITY BLVD 
SUGAR LAND, TX
P: 281.313.5666

welcome!

FREE POP

With exciting fl avors from Key Lime Pie, 
Root Beer Float, Co� ee and Donut to 

Orange Basil, Pink Lemonade, Avocado Lime,  
and many more!

FREE POPFREE POP
COME ENJOY A

FREE POPFREE POP
ON US!

Come celebrate our new 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch location. 

Join us for a free pop tasting on 
June 10th 2017 • 12 - 2 PM

23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. #185
Katy, TX 77494
P: (513) 588-3664

Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Comm
ercial Center Blvd.

99
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HIGH QUALITY & DEPENDABLE SERVICE
NOW THROUGH MAY 31ST

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES 
NO EXTRA CHARGE AFTER HOURS OR WEEKENDS.

Sewer, Gas and Water line, Water Heater Service and Installations, Kitchen and Bath Faucets, 
Whole House Softeners and Filtration Systems, Replace Shower Base and Tubs, Toilets, Disposals, 

Backfl ow, Preventers Installation, Gas Test, Camera and Line Locators, Hydrostatic Testing, 
Hydro-Jet/High Pressure Services, Sample Wells

Houston, Cypress, Hockley, Magnolia, Katy, The Woodlands and Now Serving TOMBALL

CYPRESS 281-256-2239
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
www.joetheplumber.net • Fully Licensed (Master License #13044) and Insured

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

CONTRACT US FOR A FULL HOUSE 
RE-PIPE, & GET A 40 GALLON RHEEM 

WATER HEATER INSTALLED WITH 
AN 8 YEAR WARRANTY FOR FREE! 
* Restrictions apply: Two bath minimum requirement. 

Ask your technician for more details.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

RE-PIPE, & GET A 40 GALLON RHEEM RE-PIPE, & GET A 40 GALLON RHEEM 

www.cowboychicken.com

ORDERING ONLINE 
HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER

Expires 6/28/17

Please download our app from the APP STORE

CHECK OUT OUR 
MENU ONLINE!BUY ONE ENTREE AND 

TWO DRINKS GET ONE 
ENTREE OF EQUAL OR 

LESSER VALUE

FREE

HAVE 
YOU 

TRIED  
US YET?

MASON RD 
1560 S Mason Rd

next to 24 Hour Fitness 
832-437-8237

SPRING GREEN 
1721 Spring Green Blvd 

at FM 1463 | across from Kroger 
281-392-7272 (PAPA)

 ©2017 Papa Murphy’s International LLC 25604-CI-ED

Online ordering valid only for participating locations.

phone ahead or
order online at
Online ordering valid only for  

participating locations.

HAVE 
YOU 

TRIED  
US YET?

MASON RD 
1560 S Mason Rd

next to 24 Hour Fitness 
832-437-8237

SPRING GREEN 
1721 Spring Green Blvd 

at FM 1463 | across from Kroger 
281-392-7272 (PAPA)

 ©2017 Papa Murphy’s International LLC 25604-CI-ED

Online ordering valid only for participating locations.

phone ahead or
order online at
Online ordering valid only for  

participating locations.
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JUST

X-LARGE

$7
Offer valid 4/24/17-5/28/17. Available only on New York-Style crust in the 

X-Large size. X-Large is served on a Family Size tray. No substitutions. 
Available at participating locations. Not valid with any other offers.

Extra Large 
New York style Pizza

we welcome
at participating locations

MASON RD 
1560 S Mason Rd

next to 24 Hour Fitness 
832-437-8237

SPRING GREEN 
1721 Spring Green Blvd 

at FM 1463 | across from Kroger 
281-392-7272 (PAPA)Online ordering valid only for participating locations.

phone ahead or
order online at

 ©2017 Papa Murphy’s International LLC25604-CI-ED

MASON RDphone ahead or

FRESH MADE BY US  
Home baked by you

To receive exclusive local offers via SMS

Text FREE to 
90421

FREE 1-TOPPING PIZZA
Join today and get a  

with regular pizza purchase

By texting FREE to 90421, I agree to receive recurring 
marketing text messages via automatic telephone dialing 
system to the mobile number provided. I understand that 
the number of marketing text messages may vary based 
on the zip code that I submit during the opt-in process, 
and that if I submit more than one zip code, I may receive 
a larger number of messages. Message and Data Rates 
May Apply. I understand that I am not required to 
agree to the receipt of autodialed text messages  
as a condition of purchase.*
Upon receipt of your submission, Papa Murphy’s will send 
a confirmation text message. Text ‘Y’ to confirm interest in 
participating. You also will be asked for your zip code. You 
will not be enrolled until we receive your zip cod e, as offers 
are based on geography. After activation, text STOP to 
90421 to opt-out. You will receive one final text confirming 
your opt-out request. Text HELP to 90421 for help.
*If you prefer not to text us, you may receive an equivalent 
coupon by sending a SASE to Papa Murphy’s Intl. – 8000 NE 
Parkway Dr. Ste. 350 – Vancouver, WA 98662 – Attn: Guest 
Services / Dinner Circle

 XLNYXLNYXLNYXLNY
It’s a huge DEAL    

TM

With purchase of  
any Family Size Pizza at  

regular menu price

Discount off regular menu price. Certified  
Gluten Free crust is topped in a shared kitchen 

that also handles gluten-containing ingredients. 
Additional ingredient information can be found 

at papamurphys.com. Gluten Free crust at 
participating locations and in Medium only. 

Purchase a Pizza at regular menu  
 price, get a second Pizza of equal or 

lesser value

Mini Murph®  

Make ‘N’ Bake Pizza Kit for Kids

Gluten Free Crust FREEFREE
$2OFF

Choose from any regular menu  
Gourmet Delite® Pizza

Discount off regular menu  
Signature Pizza

Any Gourmet Delite® Pizza Choose Your Large  
Signature Pizza

$3OFF 50%
OFF

Buy One, Get One

Online ordering valid only for participating locations.

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Valid at participating locations 
for a limited time. Not valid with other offers. Cannot be 
sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3.  1733-CI052217

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Valid at participating locations 
for a limited time. Not valid with other offers. Cannot be sold, 
transferred or duplicated. Limit 3.  1828-CI052217

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Valid at participating locations 
for a limited time. Not valid with other offers. Cannot be 
sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3.  1619-CI052217

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Valid at participating locations 
for a limited time. Not valid with other offers. Cannot be 
sold, transferred or duplicated. Limit 3.  CI052217

IN-STORE ORDERS ONLY. Valid at participating locations 
for a limited time. Not valid with other offers. Cannot be sold, 
transferred or duplicated. Limit 3.  1840-CI052217
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Good for one single dish or cone. Present this offer card when ordering at one of these Freddy’s locations.
Expires 7/31/2017. One per guest, per visit. Some restrictions may apply. See store manager for details. 

NINE HOUSTON LOCATIONS

FREE
SINGLE DISH OR CONE!

®
FreddysUSA.com

COMING SOON!
PASADENA - 4637 E Sam Houston Pkwy S

BAYTOWN
10520 I-10 E

COPPERFIELD
15518 FM 529

DAIRY ASHFORD + I-10
1111 Dairy Ashford Road

JERSEY VILLAGE
12407 FM 1960 W.

KATY
24433 Katy Frwy

MAGNOLIA
32910 FM 2978

SPRING
19370 Interstate 45

+ 21420 Kuykendahl Rd

SUGAR LAND
20450 SW Frwy

PASADENA
Coming Soon!

PEARLAND
Coming Soon!
LEAGUE CITY
Coming Soon!

Looking for a Recreational Soccer program in Katy 
and West Houston?

www.katyyouthsoccer.com

Katy Youth Soccer Club!

vAges	4	and	U19

vTeams	formed	by	neighborhood

v Full	uniform	provided

vEnd	of	season	awards	to	all	

players

vVolunteer	coaches	receive	free	

training	and	mandatory	

background	checks

vMost	games	on	Saturday

vGames	played	at	Katy	Soccer	

Park.

v Fall	2017	online	registration	will	

open	on	May	1.

vWalk	up	registration	July	15	

Times	Square	Entertainment	

Center.		10	AM	– 2	PM

vSeason	starts	on	Sept.	9.	Ends	in	

mid	November.
Under	5	&6											$100.00
Under	7	– 10									$120.00
Under	11	and	up	$130.00

37 years in Katy

S.
 F

ry
 R

d
.

 Kingsland Blvd. 

Greenwind Chase Dr.

WE CATER!
(281) 578-3097
GreatHarvestKatyTX.com
Mon-Fri 6:30am-6:30pm

Sat-7:00am-5:00pm

1623 South Fry Rd., Katy

Indoor/Outdoor 
Seating Available

1623 South Fry Rd., Katy

$2 OFF ANY 
SANDWICH 

Sandwich over $6. Expires 6/28/2017

Thin slices of smoked turkey breast loaded with sharp cheddar 
cheese, fresh tomatoes, roasted green chiles, and a house-made green 

chile mayo. Grilled to a melted perfection, you’ll savor every bite!

MEAT MARKET • BAKERY • TAQUERIA

for biweekly deals, visit lamichoacanameatmarket.com

5650 Roberts Rd.
Katy, TX 77494
281-395-8457

25% OFF
CHICKEN

Wednesday only. 
Excludes marinated

TORTA 
(MEXICAN MEAT SANDWICH)

ANY KIND OF MEAT

for $3.99 
Must present coupon.

Expires 6/28/17

99

10

90

Available through 
the WAITR App

Lunch plate with � ve mini tacos 

$3.99
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www.koldprezz.com
829 S Mason Rd, Unit 250, Katy, TX 77450 | order@koldprezz.com | (346)704-KOLD(5653)

We care about people so our juices are designed with taste and NUTRITION in mind. 

We invest in the best ingredients, materials and machinery to off er the highest QUALITY juice available.

We take pride in building relati onships and provide our customers a sense of SATISFACTION.

Hours: Monday to Saturday 7 am - 7 pm | Sunday 12 pm - 5 pm

$5 OFF 
on 1 Day 

Cleanse package

$20 OFF 
on 5 Day 

Cleanse package

$10 OFF 
on 3 Day 

Cleanse package

BUY ONE 
single juice get 2nd juice 

50% OFF
Limit one coupon per party. Must present coupon 
at ti me of purchase. Not valid with other off ers, 
promoti ons or discounts. Coupon may not be 

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 06/25/17.

Limit one coupon per party. Must present coupon 
at ti me of purchase. Not valid with other off ers, 
promoti ons or discounts. Coupon may not be 

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 06/25/17.

Limit one coupon per party. Must present coupon 
at ti me of purchase. Not valid with other off ers, 
promoti ons or discounts. Coupon may not be 

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 06/25/17.

Limit one coupon per party. Must present coupon 
at ti me of purchase. Not valid with other off ers, 
promoti ons or discounts. Coupon may not be 

reproduced, transferred or sold. 
No Cash Value. Expires 06/25/17.

100% Organic Cold-pressed Juice 

No Added Sugar 

No Added Water 

No Preservati ves

Unpasteurized

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 06/25/17.

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 06/25/17.

reproduced, transferred or sold. Cleanse order requires 
48 hrs noti ce. No Cash Value. Expires 06/25/17.

reproduced, transferred or sold. 
No Cash Value. Expires 06/25/17.
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 15% OFF
TOTAL BILL 

MUST PRESENT COUPON.
 EXPIRES 06/28/2017.

WE WOULD LOVE TO CREATE MEMORIES FOR YOU

We are a neighborhood trattoria 
dedicated to providing 
outstanding Italian cuisine and 
attentive, exceptional service to 
our friends and neighbors.
 
Growing up in a rural area, getting 
into town for dinner was a special 
experience. It was a chance for our 
family to see each other away from 
TV, the o�  ce, homework, chores, 
and other pressures. It was just 
about our family, good food, and 
whatever friend we happened to 
run into that night. 
 

Tradition and passion

8945 S Fry Rd Katy, TX 77494 | Open Tue - Thu 5pm - 9pm |  Fri & Sat 5pm - 10pm
281.391.2222 | paneevinokatytx.com

We are a neighborhood trattoria 

Tradition and passion

2731 FM 1463, Ste. 800, Katy, 77494
281-394-7280

Serving Lunch and Dinner

NOW 
OPEN!

1463

S. Firethorne Rd.

$3 OFF 
ANY MEAL

Includes sandwich, side, and 
drink. Must present coupon. 

Exp. 6/28/2017.

FREE 
SMALL JUICE

WHEN YOU SPEND
 $10 OR MORE

Must present coupon. 
Exp.6/28/2017.

Monday-Saturday: 
10:00am - 9:00pm
Sunday: Closed

STARTING THE 1ST WEEK IN MAY

Open Sundays 
11:00 am - 8:00 pm.

G
E

T
 O

N
E

281-829-0444 - texasmesquitegrill.com
20095 Katy Freeway

THE CLASSIC BURGER

1/2 OFF
BUY ONE ENTREE GET SECOND

$10 max value. Good anyday. Offer expires 6/25/2017.

*
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Fine Chinese Cuisine | Since 1994

 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494
(Time Square Plaza)

281.392.9200 • chinainnkaty.com

 Open 7 Days a week | Mon-Thur. 11:00 am - 10:00 pm 
Fr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm
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Free all day 
delivery

$12 minimum 
(restrictions apply)

Party trays 
and catering 

service 
available.

Lunch special 
7 days a week 

starting at 
$6.75.

10% off Senior 
Citizens 60 or older 

w/ ID.  Dine in only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer.

Buy 1 entree & 
get 1 entree 1/2 off 

w/ 2 drinks.
Of equal or lesser value. Good for dine in only. 
One coupon per customer, cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 6/28/17

Good for dine in, take out & delivery. Must pres-
ent coupon. One coupon per customer, cannot 
be combined with any other offer. Exp. 6/28/17

FREE 
fried rice
(value up $7.95)
with any $35 order or more.

Have a feeding frenzy?

Catering & Delivery

19901 Kingsland Blvd. | Houston, TX 77094

(281) 385-9778
Mon - Sat 11am - 9pm
Closed Sundays

SurLatinFood.com

Experience a bite of Peru in every flavor!

We are celebrating our 3 Year Anniversary!

(281) 385-9778
Mon - Sat 11am - 9pm $5OFF

With the purchase 
of 2 adult entrees. 

Not valid with 
lunch specials or any 

other o� er.
Exp. 06/30/2017

— ANY PDQ COMBO MEAL —

BUY ONE,
GET ONE  

Present this coupon when ordering. One-time use only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Offer includes tenders, nuggets and sandwich meals. Valid at all PDQ Houston locations. 

Expires: 6/20/17  CODE: 861-681-450

VISIT US IN CINCO RANCH!
23703 CINCO RANCH BLVD. 
BUNKER HILL • VINTAGE PARK • CYPRESS



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com50

Shop LOCAL.Shop LOCAL.Save LOCAL.Save LOCAL.

FIND COUPONS & 
SPECIAL OFFERS AT

Adult Area
Children’s Playground

 Intimate Dining
Catering

Groups | Parties

All You Can Eat Brunch
10am - 3pm

Saturday & Sunday

Kids Eat FREE
every  Wed. Night!
ALL YOU CAN EAT

Crab & Shrimp on Thurs.!

@agave_r io facebook.com/agaverio

Text RIOVIP to 38470 to jo in the Fr iends of Agave VIP Club

1138 FM 1463,  Katy,  Texas 77494 |  www.agaverio .com

Free Dessert
with entrée Wed-Fri. Expires 6/17

Steaks • Chops • Fresh Fish

Restaurant & Patio Oasis

Your Summer Oasis
is closer to home than you imagined!

Come enjoy a drink from our new 

summer cocktail menu while your

children play on our playground!
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KATY EDITION

No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to change without notice. Nothing presented in this advertisement shall obligate the owner, or any other person or entity, to 
construct facilities or develop land as shown. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

Equal parts relaxing oasis and exciting adventure, 
Cane Island offers regular community events, thoughtfully 
unique amenities and a resort experience you have to 
live to believe.

COMMUNITY OF  
THE YEAR

AND THERE’S 
RESORT LIFE .

THERE’S 
SUBURBAN LIFE

HERE ,  YOU CAN  
HAVE IT ALL .

12 STUNNING 
MODEL HOMES

• CALATLANTIC 

• COVENTRY 

• DAVID WEEKLEY 

• PERRY 

• SHEA 

• TOLL BROTHERS 

• TRENDMAKER

• JEFF PAUL

• MIKE HARRISON

• WESTPORT 

• WILLIAM DAVID

FROM THE MID-$200s TO THE MILLIONS   I   KATY ISD 
I-10 WEST, EXIT CANE ISLAND PKWY   I   CANEISLAND.COM

HALF-ACRE CUSTOM 
HOME SITES


